» GLENSTONE CHAPEL ¢
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: 1* Peter 1:25-2:3

For use June 3-9, 2007

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION:

1. The current sermon series takes an in-depth look at the
emerging Christian church, as seen through the Apostle
Peter’s two letters to struggling believers (1% & 2™
Peter).

2. For your reflection: “Peter writes to those
who have already been given new birth by the
Word, who have already come to the Lord and
tasted that He is good.™!

3. Examine the text. Note the “you have” state-
ments, a description of past situations of the
readers. Note also the imperatives Peter strongly
recommends for their present behavior.

4. Ponder possible titles for this paragraph:
» “Holiness Through the Word of Truth”
» “Imperishable Seed”
» “Love Each Other From the Heart”
» “Children in the Same Family”
Write your own:

5. This passage is a study in contrasts, for
example, “Empty way of life,” vs. “faith and
hope in God.” Look for others.

6. Peter makes it clear that Christ’s death was no
accident; “From the divine perspective, He laid
down His life for sinners.’”

7. Why did Peter both commend the believers
for “sincere” fraternal love AND then
immedi-ately command them to love “deeply
[strenu-ously] from the heart” (vs. 22)? What
is to be the basis of this “tough love”?

Ponder these quotations: “Thus, love to each other follows
the fear of God.”3 “The externals of the flesh that could
divide us mean nothing when compared with the eternals
of the Spirit that unite us.”* “Loving fellow-Christians is
obviously no minor issue, but a central concern of both
[Peter] and the whole NT.”> “If we do not love the
brethren, then all our talk about obedience, holiness, fear
of God, is so much humbug.”® »

1

2 BeHopeful, by Warren Wiersbe, page 41.

3 The Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, St. John and St.
Jude, by Richard Lenski, page 70.

4 BeHopeful, by Warren Wiersbe, page 44.
5 The First Epistle of Peter, by Peter Davids, page 77.
6 1 & II Peter and Jude, by C.E.B. Cranfield, page 58.

The Message of 1 Peter, by Edmund Clowney, page 80.

» 8. What some of the implications of Peter’s
description of the Bible as “the living and
enduring Word of God” (vs. 23)?

9. Vss. 23-25. “[The Bible] “helps the persecuted
believers realize that they have a firm foundation to
build on, a better one than the corruptible world.”’

«  Note Peter’s dual concern in 2:1-3. Eliminate
the negative, accentuate the positive.?

lil. Find synonyms from a modern Bible
translation(s) for the following poisons in social
life to avoid in 1* Peter 2:1.

Malice Wickedness in | [1l-will; mean-
Evil of the general® | ness
pagan world
Deceit Guile; cunning | Craftiness
(motives)
Hypocrisy Iqsincerity; Pretf‘:nsion, de-
(actions) dishonesty ception before
Cf. Mt.23:29, 33 God or man!0
Envy Jealousy
(heart issue) Mk. 15:10
Slander | Defamations; |Criticizing
(mouth issue) gossip someone in their
absence

12. Re: vss. 2:2-3. Some enlightening quotations:

> “If the Word of God is water to wash us, it is also milk to
build better bodies in Christ.”

» “Consumers in the ancient world were well aware that milk
or wine could be watered down. . . .”

» “Since we have been begotten by means of the eternal
Word, we should long for the milk of the Word as our true
and proper nourishment.”!!

> ”We grow only as we are ‘grown’ by the milk of God’s
Word.” 12

13. Vss. 23-24. “In the hot . . . [Middle East] the
sun blasts grass and herbage . . . rapidly. .. .” 13

(Optional) Read Isa. 40:6-8 to discover the
context of these verses as spoken by Isaiah and
quoted by Peter.

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 14

7 The First Epistle of Peter, by Peter Davids, page 78.
8 Peter’s Principles, by Harold Fickett, page 57.

9 BeHopeful, by Warren Wiersbe, page 46.

10

The First Epistle of Peter, by Peter Davids, page 80.
The Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, by Richard Lenski,

pg. 76.

12 The Message of 1 Peter, by Edmund Clowney, page 78-80.

13 The Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, by Richard Lenski,
pg. 74.
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Leader should duplicate for each group member for better interaction.



OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

Passage: 15t Peter 1:22-2:3

LAUNCHING

1. If you’re a gardener, how do you feel as fall
passes into winter and your annuals fade
away? OR if you have ever experienced a
significant loss in garden, farm or
landscaping caused by a drought, please

share your story.

Anyone in the group who has observed animals
suckling — or mothers who have nursed babies —
may wish to describe how newborn babies seek
nourishment, to aid in understanding 1 Peter 2:2

UNDERSTANDING 1 Peter 1:22-2:3

1. Read 1% Peter 1:22-2:3. To what extent do we
agree with this statement? “God’s call makes
us His obedient children and by putting us
into this relation to Him, it also places us into
relation to each other.”!> How consistent, if
at all, is this quotation with these verses?

What does this passage state or imply about
the nature of the Bible? Select appropriate
descriptors.

The “therefore” which opens Chapter 2 in-
dicates Peter is going to make some conclud-
ing statements based on Chapter 1, probably
with focus on 1:22-25. “. .. in view of what
has already been said in the previous chapter .
.. they must. . . .”16?7? What purposes do you
think Peter intends with this “therefore”

(2:1)?
According to this passage, what should

distinguish a Christian believer’s life from the
alien culture around him or her?

a g® What was Peter trying to emphasize to his
readers about the value and validity of their
faith in Christ? »

(See next column for more questions)
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pg. 70.

16 I & II Peter and Jude, by C.E.B. Cranfield, page 60.
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The Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, by Richard Lenski,

» MUSING on 1 Peter 1:22-2:3

1. How do you rate your love for the brothers
(vs. 22) in the Glenstone Chapel congregation?

Possibilities (answer
each one)

Congregation
as a whole

My Com-
munity Group

I don’t know them
very well, so it’s
mostly being polite.

True or False True or False

I feel somewhat
comfortable with
them.

True or False True or False

I have love for them
which is beyond
casual.

True or False True or False

I sincerely love them. | True or False True or False

True or False True or False

I love them deeply.

2. Do you think it is possible to become addicted
to reading the Bible? What might fuel this
addiction? In what ways is it a good addiction?
In what ways is it not?

3. Of the negative conduct found in 2:1, which
one seems to trouble your daily life? Check (v )
one that is true of you and you are willing to
share with the group, but only as you feel
comfortable doing so.

___ Malice, ill-will

___ Deceit, guile, deception

____Hypocrisy, insincerity, a “double life”

____Envy, jealousy

___Slander

___Implied but not specified by Peter

FURTHER MUSING (on your own)

“Even Christians often hanker about the fleshpots
of Egypt and grow tired of the simple,
wholesome, saving Word, which is manna for the
soul. To cease longing for the divine milk is the
most serious sign of spiritual decline. . . »!7

17
pg. 80.

The Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, by Richard Lenski,



