
 

GLENSTONE CHAPEL 

Community Group Bible Study Guide 
 
 

Passage: 1st Peter 4:12-19                              For use August 5-11 
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION: 
 

1. Warning: SUFFERING AHEAD! Peter 
couldn’t make it more clear. But suffering 
seems so un-American. What might this 
passage say to us in 2007? 

 

2. For your first reflections:  Notice how many times 
the word “suffer” or “suffering” occurs in these verses, as 
well various positive emotions (e.g., joy). Which of the 
following titles seems best to you? 

 • Your Attitude to Persecution (Phillips) 
 • Suffering for Being a Christian (CEV) 
 • Sufferings for Being a Christian (NIV) 
 • Suffering for God’s Glory (TCR) 
Try your hand at something more original as a title! 
_____________________________________ 
 

3.  What does it mean to suffer? Here's how some 
Bible translations state it: fiery ordeal, censure, 
abuse, ill-treatment, contempt,’having a difficult 
life,’ reproach. Cf. Hebrews 10:32-39 for 
additional insight.  

4.  Note Peter’s admonitions to his readers. 
• “Don’t be unduly alarmed."  
• “You should be glad.” 
• “Take care. . . .” 
• “Don’t be ashamed.” 
• “Praise God.” 
• “Commit your soul to your Faithful Creator.” 
• “Go on doing all the good you can.”1 

 

5. Gentile vs. Jew. “. . . persecution must have been a 
much more daunting experience for Gentiles that it was for 
Jews. The average Gentile had little experience of it; but the 
Jews have always been the most persecuted people upon 
earth. Peter . . . had to try to help them by showing them 
persecution its true terms. . . The Christian life brings its 
own loneliness, its own unpopularity, its own problems, its 
own sacrifices. . . .”2 

 

6. “When His Glory is revealed" (vs. 13). ". . . 
when He shows Himself is full splendour. . . .”3  
“. . . with glory just around the corner.”4  

• “The Cross is the way to the crown.  Jesus Christ’s . . . joy 
and crown await the man [or woman] who . . . remains true 
to Him.”5       
 

 

                                         
1 The New Testament in Modern English, by J. B. Phillips, pages 492-493. 
2The Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, pages 257. 
3The New Testament in Modern English, by J. B. Phillips, page 493. 
4 The Message, page 2215. 
5The Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, pages 258.  

 7. ". . . participate in the sufferings of 
Christ” (vs.13).”. . . only the real Christian who 
will be persecuted.  . . . persecution is the test of 
the reality of a man’s faith.”  

   

8. "The Spirit of glory rests on you.” (vs. 14) “. . . 
the Shekinah, the luminous glow of the very Presence of 
God. . . . It is Peter’s conviction that something of that glow 
of glory rests on the man [or woman] who suffers for 
Christ.”6  

 

 9. What a Christian should not be (vs. 15). 
Amplified CEV PHILLIPS Synonyms 

Murderer Murderer Murderer Killer, assassin 
Thief Thief Thief Robber, burglar, 

bandit, shoplifter 
A criminal A crook A rogue Felon, offender 
A meddler in the 
affairs of others 

A busybody 7 A busybody Infringing on the 
rights of others   

10. "Do not be ashamed. . . ." (vs. 16). 
• "It is not shameful to suffer for being a Christian.  When 
Peter and John were persecuted for preaching the Good 
News, they rejoiced because such persecution was a mark of 
God’s approval of their work (Acts 5:41).”8 
• "[A Christian] . . . inevitably is a kind of conscience to any 
society in which he moves; and many a man would gladly 
eliminate the troublesome twinges of conscience.  The very 
goodness of Christianity can be an offence to a world in 
which goodness is regarded as a handicap.”9 

 

11. "If . . . ." (vs.18). The Message translates this verse 
intriguingly, “If good people barely make it, what’s in store 
for the bad?” 

 

12. ". . . their faithful Creator. . . . (vs.19). God 
created the world and He has faithfully ordered it and kept it 
since the Creation. Because we know that God is faithful, 
we can count on Him to fulfill His Promises to us. If God 
can oversee the forces of nature, surely He can see us 
through the trials we face.”10  

 

13.  As believers, we will surely find ourselves at war with 
our old ways, so we should not be surprised at pain and 
suffering in the walk of faith (1 Peter 4:1). It is all part of 
the gift of believing (Phil. 1:19). It is the path to strength 
and steadiness (1 Peter 5:10). It is the process of being made 
complete (James 1:2, 3).11

                                         
6The Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, pages 259. 
7 Another option: “. . . a Christian must never interest himself [or herself] in things 
which are alien to the life that a Christian should lead.” The Letters of James and 
Peter, by Wm. Barclay, pages 260. 
8Life Application Bible, page 2004. 
9The Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, pages 257-258. 
10 Life Application Bible, page 2005. 
11 Word in Life Bible, page 1961. 
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2 QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 12 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 

Passage: 1st Peter 4:12-19                               
_ 

LAUNCHING  
 

1. If someone wanted to hurt you badly, what pain 
would you find the hardest to endure? Check ( ) 
one, then share with group. 
 ___ A. "Being in solitary confinement in a prison." 
 ___ B. "Having my face burned with a lit cigarette or 

having my fingernails or toenails pulled out." 
 ___ C. “Being fired from my job without cause.” 
 ___ D. "Having a ‘root canal’ without anesthetic." 
 ___ E. "Seeing my young children subjected to torture." 
 ___ F. "Having my eyes put out." 
 ___ G. “Having to observe my wife being raped.” 

___ H.  Another gruesome alternative: 
______________. 
___ “I’ll pass on this one.” 

 

2.  What’s the best way to motivate people toward 
excellent performance?  Please comment if you 
have ever had one of the following roles: store 
or office manager, foreman, “boss,” coach, military 
commander, teacher, pastor, parent, sales manager, 
owner of a small business. 

 

3. When’s the last time you had a really BIG 
surprise, either negative or positive? For example, 
a surprise party in your honor, receiving a large bequest, a 
diagnosis of cancer, a sudden death in the family, being 
given a prestigious award, a special blessing by the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
 

UNDERSTANDING 1st Peter 4:12-19 
 

1. Read aloud 1st Peter 4:1-12-19. Ask the group to 
look for answers to these questions as you read: 

 

A.  According to this passage, what of a Chris-
tian’s behavior and demeanor honors and glorifies 
God? 

 

B. What detracts from God? 
 

2. Discuss the alternatives and consequences for 
each sentence starting with “if.” (vss. 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18) 

 

3. What are Peter’s perspectives on persecution? 
 

4. What does Peter say are INAPPROPRIATE 
reactions to persecution?  Which are 
APPROPRIATE? 

 

5. What reasons does Peter give to his readers to 
motivate them to “continue to do good” (vs. 
19)?       

                                         
12Leader should duplicate for easier application by group members. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 MUSING on 1st Peter 4:12-19 
 

1. “When you feel like giving up and not 
continuing, what keeps you going?”13 

 

2. “If you were asked to tell a group of new 
Christians what [difficulties] to expect in the 
Christian life, what are some things you might 
tell them [based on this passage]?  Why?”14 

 

3.  In what ways have you experienced harass-
ment, maltreatment, bullying, singling out, 
hounding, discrimination, bias, prejudice, 
unfairness, bigotry, intolerance, inequity, 
injustice, chauvinism, injury, grievance, 
and/or partiality, etc. FOR BEING A 
CHRISTIAN?  In what environment did this 
“persecution” take place: the workplace, in or 
among my family, school (at any level), 
recreational setting, religious context and/or 
in civil affairs? 

 

4.  How has ‘suffering’ hurt, changed, molded 
or matured you?15 

 
FURTHER MUSING (on your own) 
 

• "Sometimes a person will grumble, ‘He’s just picking on 
me because I’m a Christian,’ when it is obvious to every-
one else that the person’s own unpleasant behavior is the 
cause of his or her problem.  It may take careful thought 
or wise counsel to determine the real cause of our suf-
fering. We can be assured however, that whenever we 
suf-fer because of our loyalty to Christ, He will be with us 
all the way."16 
 
 

                                         
13Serendipity New Testament, page 449. 
14 Serendipity New Testament, page 449. 
15 Serendipity New Testament, page 449 
16Life Application Bible, page 2004. 


