» GLENSTONE CHAPEL «
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: 15t Peter 3:8-12

For use July 15-21, 2007

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION:

1. The Apodle Peter summarizes his admonitions
to this point. These verses providefounda
tiond guiding prindples for al interactionsof
Christianswith each other and non-Christians
aswell.

2. For your reflection: Which of these titlesfor
this paragraph seems best to you?Check (v ).
___ Suffering for Doing Good
____TheLoving Conduct of Christians in the Midst of
Suffering
__Living in Peace with Others
____TheMarksof the Christian Life

3. "Finally" (vs. 8). "In 2:11-17, Peter addressed
al hisreades, andin 2:18-25 hespokedirectly to
daves [employees]; in 3:1-6 headdressed wives,
andin 3:7 hudands Now heencourages all his
readers to develop virtues appropriate in ther
relationswith others." (emphasis added)*

4. Verse 8. Check amodean version of the Bible
or athesaurusfor alterndive rendaingsof:

NIV Amplified and/or Yours
New Living NT

Livein harmony | united in spirit;
of onemind

Be sympathetic | responsive to
others needs

Love asbrothers

(John 13:34-35)

Be compas- courteous, merci-

sionate ful, sensitive?

Be humble3 tender-hearted,
humble-minded

5. "Love" (vs. 8). "Thesimplefact is that love of God and
love of man go hand in hand; the one cannot exist without
the other."4

6. Revenge (vs. 9). "In God'sKingdom revengeis
unacceptable behavior, asisinaulting aperson, no
matter how indirectly it isdone"> Wha does
Peter say is an appropriate alternaive? »

IN1v Study Bible, page 1892.

2"Fﬁ'ty is of the very essence of God and compassion of the very being of Jesus
Christ...." The Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, pg. 227.

3Cf. 1 Peter 5:5b,". . . All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one
another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."

4The Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, page 227.

SL{fe Application Study Bible, page 2002.

» Compae Matt. 5:395 Seeaso Romans12:17-
217

7. Repay with .. ."blessing" (vs. 9). "Prayingfor
thar welfare, hgpopiness and protection, and truly
pitying them and loving them."8_[referringto
both Christian brothers/sisters and outsiders)

8. Verses 10-12 are aquottionfrom Psalm 34:12-
16.
A. "Peter introduees this quottionfrom Ps. 34
with the explanaory conjundion, 'for,” shomng
tha heviewsthe quottion as giving reasonsfor
obeying theexhortation of verse 9."°
B. Note the pats of the human bodywhich are
mentioned.
C. List what God expects from Hisfollowers and
His posible responss.
D. "How does this quotationsumup all Peter has
saidin 2:11-3:157'10
E. Wha Promises will God keep, stated or
implied in these verses?
F.thisisa ". .. picture of the man whom God
receives and the man whom God rgjects."11

9. "Keep your tongue" (vs. 10). See James 3:2-18.

10. Being a peacemaker (vS. 11). "An effective
peacemaker actively pursues peace by building good
relationships, knowing that peace is a by-product of
commitment. The peacemaker anticipates problems and
deals with them before they occur. When conflicts arise,
they are brought into the open and dealt with before they
grow unmanageable. Making peace can be harder work than
waging war, but it results in life and happiness."12

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 13

6Matt. 5:39 But | tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on
the right cheek, turn to him the other also. [Jesus]

7Rom. 12:17-21 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what isright
in the eyes of everybody. If it ispossible, asfar asit depends on you, live at peace
with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath,
for it iswritten: "It ismineto avenge; | will repay," saysthe Lord. On the contrary:
"If your enemy ishungry, feed him; if heisthirsty, give him something to drink. In
doing this, you will heap burning coals on hishead." Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.

8Ampl{ﬁed New Testament, page 889.
ONIV Study Bible, page 1892.
lOSerend[p[ty New Testament, page 448.
llThe Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, page 228.
iiL{fe Application Study Bible, page 2002.

Leader should duplicate for easier application by group members.



OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY
| Passage: 15t Peter 3:8-12 |

LAUNCHING

1. If yougrew upwith siblingsin your family of
origin, howwell did you g& adong?When wasiit
"agoodtime"? Wha condituted a"bad time" in
your relationdhips?

2. If youas a child were injured with some angry
statement(s), censure(s) or putdown(s) by your
parents, reflect onthar effect, if any, onyou
today. If it'stoo panful to share, then dont. If you
think it's "behind you" now, perhgpsothers would
bendit from hearing tha part of your story.

3. How redligticisit for human bangswith inbom
selfishness, etc., to try to become atruly happy
family within the context of a congregaion?

UNDERSTANDING 15t Peter 3:8-12

1. Read aloud 1% Peter 3:8-12, perhgpshaving one
personread vss. 8-9, and anothe the Old
Testament quottion, vss. 10-12.

2. Inverse 8, what five (5) elements does Peter say
should characterize any group of bdievers?4

3. How would you define "courtesy," as Peter
impliesin hislistin verse 8?

4. Towhat extent is Peter saying tha the Chris-
tian's ""calling" to love may beantecedentto a
calling to evangdism, service, etc.? Discuss.

5. When you consde Peter's quotation from Psalm
34, wha seemsto behis primary purpose in
ugngit inthisletter?

Check ( ¥ ) one, then discuss various options with
group.

____A.Heknew his audience included many folks with
Jewish backgrounds who would have great respect for the
Psalms.

___ B. Hewanted to show that his teaching synchronized
with the Old Testament.

___C.ltillustrated God's eternal concern for harmony.
___D. Since Peter had his own difficulties controlling his
tongue, he realized it could be a problem for others.
____E.Theideaof "calling" (vs. 9) might seem to be
"over the top" to hisreaders, so Peter needed extra
support for what he wrote in verses 8-9.

___F.l1havenoidea »

14L4'fe Application Study Bible, page 2002.

M MUSING on 15 Peter 3:8-12 2

1. Wha will it take for our Community Groupto
actudize verse 8? Wha areas in our relationships
are developing postively? Wha areas need work?

2. Let's reflect. Looking at Peter's commandsin
verses 8-9, how doyou rate yourself? Check
(Vv ) one in each row.

Sel-
dom

Some-
times

Almost
always

How I treat other believers,
esp. at Glenstone Chapel.

Livein hamony with
them; of onemind.

Am sympahdtic; re-
sponsveto thar needs

Lovethem as brothers
and sisters

Am compassionae

DO
NOT

ANS-
WER

THIS
ONE.

Am hunble

* Share any insights you may have about
yourself with the group, AS YOU WISH. This
istotally voluntary.

3. Wha successes have you had in returning
blessing for cursing, forgiving ingead of
getting revenge etc.? Wha have youlearned
which would be hdpful to others?

FURTHER MUSING (onyourown)

¥John 17:21-23 . . . that all of them may be one, Father,
justas You arein Meand | amin You. May they also be
in Us so that the world may believe that Y ou have sent
Me. | have given them the glory that Y ou gave Me, that
they may beoneas Weare One: | inthem and You in
Me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the
world know that Y ou sent Me and have loved them even
as You have loved Me. [Jesus]

* Acts4:32 All the believers were one in heart and mind.
*Rom. 12:5 ... in Christ we who are many form one
body, and each member belongs to al the others.

¥Rom. 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Honor one another above yourselves.

¥Rom. 12:16 Livein harmony with one another. Do not
be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low
position. Do not be conceited.
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