
 

GLENSTONE CHAPEL 

Community Group Bible Study Guide 
 
 

Passage: 1st Peter 4:1-11                              For use July 29-August 4 
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION: 
 

1. Peter wants his readers to realize that "living for 
God" involves far more than "being religious" 
and/or "going to church." Moreover, each 
Christian has a service role to play in this 
world in which we live. 

 

2. For your reflection:  Here's one outline:1 
 • The Spiritual Mind Subdues the Flesh, vss. 1-6 
 • The Times Demand Sober Living, vss. 7-9 
 • The Use of Gifts, vss. 10-11. 
Try developing your own! 
 

3.  "With the same attitude" (vs. 1). "Intent: the 
ruling thought of Christian conduct."2    

 

4.  "He who has suffered . . . is done with sin" 
(vs. 1). "Christians should be willing and prepared to do 
God's will and to suffer for it if necessary.   Sin loses its 
power to defeat us in our suffering if we focus on Christ and 
what He wants us to do.  When we are in pain. . . our real 
values clearly show up. . . .  If anyone is willing to suffer for 
Christ by doing the Will of God, that person has made a 
clean break with sin."3 

 

5. "Evil things that godless people enjoy" (vs. 3)  
 

NIV Living Bible Amplified NT 
Debauchery Sex sin Shameless, inso-

lent wantonness 
Lust Lust In lustful desires 
Drunkenness Feasting and 

getting drunk 
 

Orgies Wild parties Reveling 
Carousing Drinking bouts  
Idolatry Terrible worship 

of idols 
Abominable 
lawless idolatries 

 

6.  ". . . heap abuse on you" (vs. 4). "A person whose 
life changes radically at conversion may experience con-
tempt from old friends. . . His very life incriminates their 
sinful activities."4 

 

7. "Give an account" (vs. 5). "The pagans who 
now speak evil of the Christians must render an 
account to Christ, the Judge of the living and the 
dead."5      

 
 

                                         
1Thompson Chain-Reference Bible, pages 1241-1242. 
2The New Testament, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, page 661. 
3Life Application Bible, page 2003. 
4Life Application Bible, page 2003. 
5The New Testament, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, page 662. 

 

 8. "Those who are now dead" (vs. 6). 
• "Preached even to the dead [in their lifetime]. . . ."6.  
 • ". . . the Good News was preached even to those who have 

died. Many people in the early church had concerns about 
life after death (e.g., Thessalonians). . . . Peter's readers 
needed to be reminded that the dead (both the faithful and 
their oppressors) would be judged. The judgment will be 
perfectly fair . . . because even the dead have heard the 
Good News.7 

 

9. "Love each other deeply" (vs. 8). "Intense and 
unfailing love for one another."8 

 

10. "Offer hospitality" (vs. 9). ". . . be a lover of 
strangers, with brotherly affection for the unknown guests, 
the foreigners, the poor and all others who come our way 
who are of Christ's body."9  Cf. Rom. 12:13; 1 Tim. 3:2; 
5:10; Tit. 1:8; Heb. 13:2. 

 

11. "God's grace in its various forms" (vs. 10). ". 
. . extremely diverse powers and gifts granted to 
Christians by unmerited favor."10  The Christian must 
always be under the conviction that nothing he possesses of 
material goods or personal qualities is his own; it all 
belongs to God and he must ever use what he has in the 
interests of God to whom he always answerable.11 

 

12. "If anyone. . . ." (vs. 11). 
 

 A. Using their voice/mouths for talking of God. 
 

 B. Using their energies/bodies in practical service. 
 • SERVING OTHERS is a major opportunity for 

believers because of the fantastic results which 
come from their faithfulness:  

 • "When you are engage in . . . service, you must not do it as 
if you were conferring a personal favor or distributing 
bounty from your own store, but in the consciousness that 
what you give you first received from God. Such an attitude 
preserves the giver from pride and the gift from 
humiliation."12 

                                         
6Amplified New Testament, page 892. 
7Life Application Bible, page 2004. 
8Amplified New Testament, page 892. 
9Amplified New Testament, page 892. 
10Amplified New Testament, page 892. 
11The Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, page 256. 
12The Letters of James and Peter, by Wm. Barclay, page 256. 
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2 QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 13 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 

Passage: 1st Peter 4:1-11 
_ 

LAUNCHING  
 

1. What kind of person are you when it comes to 
enduring pain? Check ( ) one, then share with group. 
 ___ A. "Bring it on!  I'm tough, like a Marine." 
 ___ B. "I'm a real baby; I avoid pain at all costs." 
 ___ C. "I've learned that God gives grace in the midst of 

great pain." 
 ___ D. "I can make my body bear the pain of athletic 

activity, but don't make me go to the dentist." 
 ___ E. "I'm glad women get to have the babies!" 
 ___ F. Another alternative: ___________________. 
 

2. When was a time in your life when you felt that 
you had no talents or abilities? What changed 
your opinion of yourself? Do you have any 
haunting memories of that experience? 

 

3. If your conversion experience was a radical life-
change event for you, please briefly describe: 

 A. What your life used to be like? 
 B. What changes became evident to those around you? 
 C. What was the reaction of your former fellow-party-

ers? 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING 1st Peter 4:1-11 
 

1. Read aloud 1st Peter 4:1-11, seeking to get the 
main idea in each section. Stop after verses 1-6, 
7-9 and 10-11 to ask the group, "What the main 
idea?" 

 

2. "As you imagine a specific compromising 
situation that Peter's reader may find themselves 
in, what would the pagans be saying to them? 
What things does Peter tell them in this section 
to think about in the situation?14 

 

3. "How are the reality of judgment (vss. 5-7) and 
Christ's glory (vs. 11) to influence the daily 
behavior of these Christians?"15 

 

4. How costly will it be for Peter's readers (and us) 
to generate what Peter instructs believers to do 
and be in verses 7-10? [Look at each command 
separately.] 

 

5. Why do you suppose Peter instructed these 
Christians to "offer hospitality . . . without 
grumbling"?      

 

                                         
13Leader should duplicate for easier application by group members. 
14Serendipity New Testament,  page 448. 
15Serendipity New Testament,  page 448. 

 
 

 6. What seems to be the connection(s) Peter is 
making between careful stewardship of a 
Christian's talents and abilities AND giving God 
glory (vss. 10-11)?  Cf. Matt 5:16 for a starter. 

 
MUSING on 1st Peter 4:1-11 
 

1. Where is it easiest for me to speak to others of 
God's grace? Mark with a check ( ). Which is 
hardest? Mark with an X. 

 ___ A. Around and in my family. 
 ___ B. Around and in my workplace or school. 
 ___ C. Around and with my next-door neighbors. 
 ___ D. To God in prayer. 
 ___ E. Another alternative: ___________________. 
 

2. With whom is it easiest for me to serve with all 
my strength? Mark with a check ( ). Which is 
hardest? Mark with an X. 

 ___ A. Around and in my family. 
 ___ B. Around and in my workplace or school. 
 ___ C. Around and with my next-door neighbors. 
 ___ D. Around and with my church-mates. 
 ___ E. With strangers. 
 ___ F. Taking care of my own body, mind and soul. 
 ___ G. Another alternative: ___________________. 
 

3.  What's your "S.Q." (service quotient)? 
What's one gift and/or ability and/or talent 
that you have which allows you to give glory 
to God? In what ways does this gift-ability-
talent allow you to serve others through 
your employment (vs. 11, "Are you called to help 
others?" NLB)? 

 
 

FURTHER MUSING (on your own) 
 

• "Christian hospitality differs from social entertaining. 
Entertaining focuses on the host: the home must be 
spotless; the food must be well-prepared and abundant; 
the host must appear relaxed and good-natured. 
Hospitality, by contrast, focuses on the guests' needs, such 
as a place to stay, nourishing food, a listening ear, or just 
acceptance. Hospitality can happen in a messy home. It 
can happen around a dinner table where the main dish is 
canned soup. It can even happen while the host and the 
guest are doing chores together. Don't hesitate to offer 
hospitality just because you are too tired, too busy, or not 
wealthy enough to entertain."16 
 

                                         
16Life Application Bible, page 1791. 


