» GLENSTONE CHAPEL «
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: 15t Peter 1:1-2

For use May 6 - May 12, 2007

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION:

1. The current sermon series takes an in-depth look
at the apostle Peter, as seen through his two letters

to early Christians (1stand 2nd Peter).

2. For your reflection: "Why did God choose to
have 15t Peter included as part of the New
Testament?'" What enduring value does this
epistle have?

3. Salutation. Letters in New Testament times
always began with the writer stating who he is,
and to whom the letter is directed.

3. Author. "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ."
* Note how modestly begins this letter. He may
have been tempted to "fluff up his resume," but
instead he merely states his position as "an
apostle."
* Simon Peter is prominently revealed in the
Gospels and in Acts.
* See the Community Group Bible Study Guide
[PERSONAL PREPARATION section] , May 1-5, for back-
ground information on the person of Peter.

4. God. Observe how Peter includes all three
Persons of the Trinity in verse 2.
» the Father ("foreknowledge")
* the Son ("Jesus Christ")
» the Spirit ("sanctifying")

5. The blessing. Prominent in other New Testa-
ment epistles is the phrase, "grace and peace be
yours." What a wonderful greeting!

6. The people to whom Peter was writing are
identified as follows:

* "God's elect" (1 Pet. 1:1) This was a title that
previously had been reserved for the nation of

Israel. Now Peter applies it to Christian believers,
whether or Jewish or Gentile origin. Cf. Matt. 21:41;

Mark 12:9; Luke 20:16. "Surely there can be no
greater compliment and privilege in all the world
than to be chosen by God."!

* "strangers in the world" (1 Pet. 1:1) "They are the

people whose King is God, whose home is eternity, and

1Barclay, Wm., The Letters of James and Peter, Westminster John Knox Press,
1976, page 167.

P» who are exiles in the world." ". . . a Christian must be
apart from the world, but never aloof from it."3
» "scattered throughout . . ." selected Roman
provinces of Asia Minor. (1 Pet. 1:1) Since this
book has been saved for wider use, we can apply
its principles to life in 2007.
* "chosen according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father" (1 Pet. 1:2).
* "chosen . . . through the sanctifying work of the

Spirit" (1 Pet. 1:2) "It is the Holy Spirit Who awakens
within us the first faint longings for God and goodness . . .

convicts us of sin . . . leads us to the Cross where that sin is
forgiven . . . gives us assurance that our sins are forgiven. . .

n4

* "Chosen . . . for obedience to Jesus Christ and
sprinkling by His blood." (1 Pet. 1:2) Cf. Exodus
24:1-8. Blood is the symbol of cleansing as seen
in the Old Testament.

7. Early Christians could expect trials and perse-
cution from three main sources.’
* The Roman government could arbitrarily
single out Christians for punishment, etc.
* Saul (later Paul) is an example of the
problems early Christians faced.¢
* Ostracism and ridicule were often inflicted
on Christians by their families.

8. As you reflect on American culture, think of
the ways in which the challenges facing
Chris-tians back then in some ways parallel
what a present-day follower of Christ faces.

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP’
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

2Barclay, Wm., The Letters of James and Peter, Westminster John Knox Press,
1976, page 166.

Barclay, Wm., The Letters of James and Peter, Westminster John Knox Press,
1976, page 167.

4Barclay, Wm., The Letters of James and Peter, Westminster John Knox Press,
1976, page 169.

SLife Application Bible, page 1996.
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6Acts 8:3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he
dragged off men and women and put them in prison.

7Leader may duplicate for in-depth application by group members.
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LAUNCHING

1. What's the most important letter you've ever
received from an important personage? Any of
the following jog your memory?
___notification of a lawsuit pending against
you from your lawyer?

_ afund-raising letter from Billy Graham?
_ascrawled note from a child or grandchild?
____ahand-written note from Mother Teresa or
Jim Kallam?

___a"I've-got-a-crush-on-you" note from a
school classmate?

_agreeting card from the President?
____aproposal of marriage?

____Something else?:

2. When have you ever felt as a "stranger in this
world" [choose (v ) one or two]?

_ When visiting a church for the first time, I
realized I was the only one wearing blue-jeans.
____ When grocery shopping, I looked around
and sensed I was the only one of my race.
_ When a straw vote was taken in my work-
place, no one supported my choice of candidate.
___On aschool exam, I was listed as receiving
the highest grade.
____Another possibility:

UNDERSTANDING

1. Read 1 John 1:1-2. "What does Peter mean . .
. by 'strangers in the world'? In what ways is
this an appropriate term considering the
difficulties faced by these people?"8

2. Read 1 Peter 2:9-10. In a word or two, what kind
of self-image was Peter seeking to generate and
affirm among his readers? How do these verses
expand on the meaning of 1 Peter 1:1-2?

3. Read I Peter 2:11-12. For what purposes were
the recipients of this letter chosen, sanctified
and cleansed??

(See next column for more questions)

P 4. Read 1 Peter 5:8-12. What kinds of

difficulties did those first readers face? How

did their "divine calling" help them in daily
life?

8Serendipity New Testament, page 443.

9To God's elect, strangers in the world . . . chosen . . . through the sanctifying work
of the Spirit . . . sprinkling by his [Jesus Christ's] blood. . . .1 Pet. 1:1-2
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5. Who do you suppose had the "easier calling":
Peter as an "apostle" or his readers as
"strangers" (1:1)? Why or why not?

MUSING on 1 Peter 1:1-2

1. Peter invokes "grace and peace in abundance"
for his readers.

* In what area(s) of your life have you recently
experienced peace-in-abundance?

* In what area(s) of your life have you recently
experienced grace-in-abundance ?
* 1 Pet. 1:3 "Praise be to the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ!"

2. What area(s) of your life seems to lack "peace-
in-abundance" right now? What area(s) seems to
lack "grace-in-abundance"? Share with group as
you feel comfortable.

1 Pet. 4:7". . . Therefore be clear minded

and self-controlled so that you can pray."

* 1 Pet. 5:7 "Cast all your anxiety on Him

because He cares for you."

3. It is only in light of eternity that a Christian
must view his/her national citizenship. Which
one of the following best represents how you

practice your citizenship? Check (v ) one, then tell
your group or spouse why you chose it.
___A. "I faithfully obey the law; I am much involved in
the political process in my community; I study candi-
dates before elections and vote 99% of the time; I pray
for government officials (local, state, national)."
_ B. "I'try to stay informed on political and social
issues; I vote when it is convenient for me; sometimes I
do pray for the President, governor or other officials."
___C."I'm so busy I really don't have time to inform
myself about my community; I vote when a candidate I
like is on the ballot.
__D."I'm embarrassed to say that I seldom vote and
really don't care much about politics or government."
_E. "I am not registered to vote and I simply don't care
much about exercising my citizenship freedoms."
__ F.I'm unsure and would rather pass on this one."
___G. Other:

FURTHER MUSING (on your own)

"Those who suffer for being Christians become partners with
Christ in His suffering. As we suffer, we must remember
that Christ is both our hope in the midst of suffering and
our example of how to endure suffering faithfully."10

1. In what ways are you like the Apostle Peter?
__A."Idon't know enough about Peter to say
anything."

L R RTE Y

10y jte Application Study Bible, page 1995.
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_ B. "I'm unsure and would rather pass on this one."
___ C. "Sometimes I have 'foot-in-mouth' disease."
D. "I seem to end up as a leader, formally or inform-
ally, when I am in group situation."
_ E."I don't mind speaking up for my convictions."
G "Sometime my impetuosity gets me into trouble."
_ G. My idea:

___A.moving away from non-Biblical mindset

and behaviors portrayed in American culture

____B. dealing with suffering in the form of social
ostracism

____C. hopelessness in facing life

___D. discouragement in moving along life's

path

_ E."guts" to do "the right thing" in a certain

situation(s)

____F. an outpouring of God's grace into my life

__ G. how to untangle the mess of things in my
family

____H. surviving a tough situation at my work

L other:

* Share your answers with the group, as you
may wish.

» Each of the above is addressed in Peter's first
and/or second letters!

3. In the spirit of 1 Peter 5:14, say "good-bye" to
each member of your group by touching them
physically in some way (not necessarily a kiss, but a
hug, handshake, pat on the back, or an arm around the
shoulder may suffice).

Peter (choose only one v )?
____ separation
_ suffering and glory
____hope
___ pilgrimage
___courage
__ the true grace of God

In what ways are
ty? Check (¥ ) one, then share with your group or
spouse why you chose it.
A. "Now let's map out a strategy to overthrow the
Roman emperor." (speaking as a military commander)
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B. "Now that you know I really am the Messiah, I
want you to go everywhere to share that Good News."

C. "Here in Galilee is a good place to start the
revolution. Go get 'em!" (speaking as a political leader)

D. "My crucifixion was obviously a miscarriage of
]ustlce Let's devise a way to expose the hypocrites in the
Sanhedrin and get rid of them." (speaking as a religious
radical)

E. "Let's fan out through the Roman Empire and sow
seeds of revolt." (speaking as a subversive)

(See next column for more choices)
ty? Check (¥ ) one, then share with your group or
spouse why you chose it.

A. "Now let's map out a strategy to overthrow the
Roman emperor." (speaking as a military commander)
__ B. "Now that you know I really am the Messiah, 1
want you to go everywhere to share that Good News."

C. "Here in Galilee is a good place to start the
revolution. Go get 'em!" (speaking as a political leader)

D. "My crucifixion was obviously a miscarriage of
]ustlce Let's devise a way to expose the hypocrites in the
Sanhedrin and get rid of them." (speaking as a religious
radical)

E. "Let's fan out through the Roman Empire and sow
seeds of revolt." (speaking as a subversive)

(See next column for more choices)

Check off (v ) the facts you already know about
Peter:
___He was t the time of His arrest.
___He denied ever knowing Jesus when bystand-
ers confronted him during Jesus' trial. (Luke 22:54-
65)
___He swore
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