» GLENSTONE CHAPEL «
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage 1° Peter 1:17- 21

For use May 27 BbJune 1, 2007

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION:

1. The current sermon series takes an in-depth look at the
emerging Christian church, as seen through the Apostle

Peter’s two letters to struggling believers (1*' and 2™ Peter).

2. For your reflection: What is the relationship of
these verses to Peter’s admonition to “be holy” in
the previous paragraph?

3. Which of these titles for this paragraph seems
best to you? (1) “Life Lived in Light of the

Costliness of Redemption.” (2) “Behave Because
God is Father, Judge and Redeemer.”!

4. Peter outlines the theological bags for daily
Christian living in verses 17-21. The following
chart may aid you in your study. Note examples.

SUBJECT VERB OBJECT
a Father (17)
a Father (17)
Live (17)
Handed down (18)
Believe (21)
God (21) Raised Christ

5. Read Acts 2:21; 7:59; 9:21; 22:16 and Rom.
10:12-14 to determine what Peter means by the
word “call” (vs. 17).

6. What did Peter mean when he encouraged his
readers to “call” on a Father/Judge (vs. 17)?
What, if anything, is behind Peter’s admonition
than the obvious answer, “prayer”’? What seems
to be the Son’s role in this activity of the
believer which the readers were fulfilling? “Itis
of God’s infinite condescension that you are allowed to
call him, ‘Father.””2 “The Muslim has 99 names for God,
but Father is not one of them.”3 The use of “Father” here

may be suggestive of the Lord’s Prayer.* Some people . .
. convert Him into an indulgent grandfather God who

shuts an eye to the sins of His children.”> P

1 1 Peter, by Ernest Best, page 87.

21 & II Peter and Jude, by C.E.B. Cranfield, page 53
3 peter’s Principles, by Harold Fickett, page 46.

4 1 Peter, by Ernest Best, page 87

5 The Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, St. John and St. Jude, by
Richard Lenski, page 59.

» 7. What does it mean to live “in reverent
fear” (vs. 17)? One paraphrase states, “Make sure
all you do and say is motivated by your love and

respect for the Almighty.”® Additionally, “.. . a true
awe before God which proceeds from . . . a realization
of His goodness . . . His greatness . . . a filial fear.” ..
. the loving reverence of a child before his father.” 8 .
.. of despising God’s love.”® Christians “. . . should
remember His character and not allow familiarity to be
an excuse for evil.”10

8. Re: ransom, vs. 18: “Their release has been paid” with

a price beyond value.!l “The truest and strongest motive
for fear is the recollection of the cost of our redemption. . . .
The supreme motive for fear is the Cross of Christ.”!2
Redemption reflects two concepts familiar to the readers:
(1) the Jewish kinsman redeemer as in the deliverance from
Egypt, (2) manumission of slaves among the Gentiles
[slaves could buy their own freedom, hence reference to
silver and gold].!3 “This immense price should keep them in
holy fear lest it have been paid in vain for them. .. .”14

9. Re: the Qorecious bloodO(vs. 19). In Greek,
“precious” can also be translated as “costly,

highly esteemed or held in honor.”!5 “The readers’
‘Egypt’ may have been cultural, not physical, but the price
paid to redeem them was far more than money, more even
than the first Passover, for it was Christ’s own blood.” 10
“Ransom prices are high . . . even silver and gold do not
suffice.”!7 “Peter was a witness of Christ’s sufferings (5:1)
... an innocent victim giving His life for the guilty.”18

10. The fruit of redemption is described in vs. 21.

11 “Peter reminded his readers that they were
only ‘sojourners’ on earth. Life was too short to
waste in disobedience and sin.”1? _

QUESTIONSTO USE IN GROUP 2

6 peter’s Principles, by Harold Fickett, page 48.

7 1 Peter, by Ernest Best, page 88.

8 Be Hopeful, by Warren Wiersbe, page 38.

9 The Message of 1 Peter, by Edmund Clowney, page 69.

10 7pe First Epistle of Peter, by Peter Davids, page 70.

Y 7pe First Epistle of Peter, by Peter Davids, page 72.

121 & 11 Peter and Jude, by C.E.B. Cranfield, page 53.

137 & IT Peter and Jude, by C.E.B. Cranfield, page 54-55.

14 e Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter . ., by Lenski, p. 62.
15 peters Principles, by Harold Fickett, page 51.

16 7he First Epistle of Peter, by Peter Davids, page 73.

17 e Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter . . ., by Lenski, p. 64.
18 p, Hopeful, by Warren Wiersbe, page 40.

19 g, Hopeful, by Warren Wiersbe, page 38.



OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

Passage 18 Peter 1:17-21 |

LAUNCHING
1. When have you ever felt as a "stranger" [choose

(v )one]? Please share with the group.
_ When visiting a church for the first time, I
realized I was one of the few wearing a tie or
dress.
_ When shopping in Carolina Place Mall (or
other), I looked around and sensed I was
surrounded by many non-Caucasian people.
_ When athletic events are discussed at my
workplace, I find I’'m the only one supporting a
non-Carolina team.
___On aschool exam, I was embarrassed to
receive a high grade.
__ The first time I walked into this
Community Group.
____Another possibility:

2. What kinds of correction (discipline) did your

parents mete out to you when you were a teen-

ager? What proved to be the most effective means
they used to encourage you to obey?

UNDERSTANDING 1 Peter 1:17-21

1.

Read 1* Peter 1:17-21. These verses are
loaded with theological references. As a
group, seek to define Peter’s theology as a
basis for understanding this paragraph.

What’s the meaning behind the term,
“reverent fear” (vs. 17)? [For some
possibilities, see #7 on other side.]

When a child cries out, “Father,” or
“Daddy,” what are some of the implications
of their relationships?

Why would Peter describe silver and gold
(vs. 18) as “perishable” when they are
considered among the most secure of all

investment options? Peter must have known they
were “hard currency,” so why his choice of words?

What positive reasons for hope does Peter
give the potentially-persecuted readers?

(See next column for mor e questions)

20Leader should duplicatefor each group member for better interaction.

2

» 6. Read aloud the following quotation:
“When men [and women] demand a God
Whom they need not fear, they demand

an idol that does not exist.””?! With
reference to vss. 17-21, to what extent does this
motivate you to “live in reverent fear”?

MUSING on 1 Peter 1:17-21

1. To what extent are you comfortable with
calling God “your Father”? Choose one.
» Very comfortable?
» 0OK.?
» Somewhat comfortable?
» Not really?
» A big problem for me?

2. What do you think might change in your life
if you lived your life more obediently as a
stranger here “in reverent fear” (vs. 17)?
Choose (v ) one to share with the group if
you feel comfortable doing so.

___ The way I spend my money.

___ The way I treat my children or spouse.
____ My behavior at my place of employment
____The amount of time I spend on my hobby
__ Contributing time/money/energy with
Glenstone Chapel

__Stricter observance of civil laws

___ How I act when shopping

___ Ipass on this one.

My issue:

3. How “chosen” do you feel (vs. 20)? Why?
What does this mean to you?

FURTHER MUSING (on your own)

“But we should remember that this God is our
holy and impartial Judge who will most
certainly judge us whom He ransomed for
Himself at so great a price.”??

21 pe Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, St. John and St. Jude,
by Richard Lenski, page 61.

22 e Interpretation of the Epistles of St. Peter, St. John and St. Jude,
by Richard Lenski, page 69.
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