» GLENSTONE CHAPEL «
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: 1st Peter 2:13-17

For use June 24-30, 2007

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION:

1. The Apostle Peter gets very specific on how to

face hostility from the surrounding culture. "As
with any subsociety within the total social system, this
tension between boundary maintenance (preserving the

distinctive group values . . .) and system linkage (contacts . .

. among groups) aptly characterizes a dilemma reflected
also in 1 Peter and the early Christian movement."!

2. For your reflection: Which of the following
titles for this paragraph (from several sources) would

seem most fitting to you? Check (¥ ) or write one.
_ Respecting People in Authority
____Our Behavior as Citizens
_ Living in a Hostile Society: the State
__ The Christian Citizen

_ Your title?: .

3. This paragraph spells out how verse 12 will play
out in daily life. The high-ethical quality of the
Christians' lives will convince their accusers,
ultimately, of the falsity of the charges.

4. Complete this chart.

Peter's commands to

Person Christians, "God's slaves,"
concerning those listed.
The king, the Roman
emperor
The king's officials,

in-cluding provincial
governors, police &
criminal justice workers

Foolish accusers

God

Christian brothers/sisters

Everyone

5. Submit yourselves to human authority (vs. 13). «
"In being subordinate to the State, Christians are not giving
their ultimate authority to Caesar, but to God."2
« "All [believers] are commanded go cooperate with the

rulers as far as conscience will allow."3
* "Submission is fundamentally the Christian answer, in the
civil order, to that anarchic self-assertiveness which is the

mark of man in his fallen state."4 »

lTheoIogy and Ethicsin 1 Peter, by J.D. Dryden, page 133.
2Triumphant in Trouble, by Paul Rees, page 58.

3LLife Application Study Bible, page 2000.

4Triumphant in Trouble, by Paul Rees, page 56.

PP ", .. Peter stands in a tradition established by Paul in

Romans 133."

« "Peter wants his readers to demonstrate respect for their
fellow citizens by respecting the emperor and his
emissaries."”

6. Silencing ""the ignorant talk of foolish men"
(vs. 15).
* The cultural reference here is the ". . . muzzling of oxen as
they tread the grain on the threshing floor (1 Tim. 5:8)."8
« "There were loose talkers who . . . slandered the Christian
movement without knowledge or reason."?
« ". .. Peter implies every confidence that if Christians 'do
good,' their good deeds will not go unrewarded." 10

7. "God's slaves'" (vs. 16). ". .. responsibilities to God
and each other take precedence over responsibilities to
fellow citizens and to the emperor. Yet none of their
obligations can be neglected."!!

8. Notice how verse 17 sums it all up, in a
diagrammatic form.

Show respect to
everyone; treat them | p» Love the believers.

honorably. )(

Fear [reverence, love, | W Honor [respect]
worship] God. | the king.

Respect and love are to mark the Christian's relationship
with others. Specifically, these are focused on the believers
and the king. The Roman emperors demanded worship from
their subjects; Peter's teaching was that their fear of the True
God should lead them to defer to the emperor.!12

9. "The brotherhood" (vs. 17). Peter is the only N.T.
writer who uses this word to refer to "the family of God"
(i.e., the congregation). Peter reminded them of ". . . the
importance of maintaining discipline and cohesion within
the brotherhood, as well as separation from Gentile
influences without. . . ."13

SROITL 13:1,3 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that
exist have been established by God. For rulers hold no terror for those who do
right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in
authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you.

6l Peter, by J. Ramsey Michaels, page 46.

7l Peter, by J. Ramsey Michaels, page 46.

8Honor, Shame and the Rhetoric of 1 Peter, by Barth Campbell, page 115.
9Triumphant in Trouble, by Paul Rees, page 57.

1Ol Peter, by J. Ramsey Michaels, page 46.

1 1l Peter, by J. Ramsey Michaels, page 47.

12ProverbS 24:21: Fear the LORD and the king, my son, and do not join with the
rebellious. . . .

13 A Home for the Homeless, by John Elliott, page 148.



QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 4
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

| Passage: 15t Peter 2:13-17 |

LAUNCHING (Choose one?)

1. When you were growing up, what authority
figure was most difficult for you to respect?

Why?!5 Check (¥ ) one, then share why you chose
it with your group or spouse.

_ The principal of my high school

_ My Scoutmaster

__ The pastor of our church

My father

_ My mother

__ My youth group leader

_ The boss I worked for at McDonalds (or other entry-
level employer).

__ One of my coaches

___ The local police

~ OTHER:

2. Answer from your past, if you want to. Have
you ever had a "run-in" with "the law"? Without
going into details of the situation, how did you
react? How might you deal with it today?

3. How do you feel when you hear of present-day
injustices (e.g., the oppression of women in
India or Muslim countries)? If you were there,
how would you deal with it?

UNDERSTANDING 1 Peter 2:13-17

1. Read 1 Peter 2:13-17. Ask the group to fill in

the chart (#4 over), both columns. Use large
piece of newsprint or small whiteboard with wide-
marking pens.

2. Why might the circumstances facing Peter's
readers make submission to authority a special
concern for Peter?"16

3. What reasons does Peter give why Christians
should be in submission to civil government?

4. How can we explain the seeming contradiction
Peter spells out in verse 16, "Live as free men"
versus "don't use your freedom. . . ."? So what
does "freedom" mean?

5. How do the commands in verse 17 differ from
each other? "How do they help you to
understand Peter's call for submission?"!”

(See next column for more questions)

14

Leader should duplicate to aid in-depth application by members.
1 5Serendipity New Testament, page 445.
16Serendipity New Testament, page 445.
1 7Serendipity New Testament, page 445.

» MUSING on 1 Peter 2:13-17

1. What's the difference between submission
and obadience to civil authority? Cf. Acts
4:17; 5:29.18 What examples can you suggest
of other believers in history who were
forbade by their conscience from obeying
"the king"?

2. What does it mean to "live as free men"? (vs.
16) What might the life of a free-man or free-
woman look like? What changes might you
wish to make in the coming year, to flesh out
verse 16 in your life?

3. When have you faced what seemed-to-you to

be unfair or unjust adversity? Check (v ) one,
then tell your group or spouse why you chose it.
__A."At times I have felt my in-laws treated me
disrespectfully."
_ B. "I was the target of teasing, shunning, etc. when I
took a firm stand for Christ at school, at work, etc."
_ C. "My family just doesn't understand me nor accept
me — or it seems that way."
_D. "My church family gave me 'the cold shoulder"
because of something I said or did that offended them."
_ E."I think I missed a promotion at work because I
was considered 'too religious,' perhaps."
__ F."Inever have faced real suffering."
___G. Other:
_ H."I'm unsure and would rather pass on this one."

"How did you respond? How would your response
be different today? Why?"!?

FURTHER MUSING (on your own)

* Because our identity as 'aliens and strangers' is an
essentially positive one, we are able to view our
interaction with outsiders positively — to replace
'rage and revenge' with 'blessing."??

18Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than
men!

19Serendipity New Testament, page 445.

20Paraphrase from Theology and Ethics, by J.D. Dryden, page 137.
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