
 

! GLENSTONE CHAPEL"  

Community Group Bible Study Guide 
 
 

Passage: John 12:1-11                                For use March 9-15, 2008 
 
 

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 1 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 

LAUNCHING (Choose one or two to introduce passage.) 
_ 

1. Women answer Part A; men answer Part B. 
 A. When did you first use perfume, lipstick or other 

cosmetics? What did your parents say? 
 B. When did you first realize you needed to use 

underarm deodorant? Who informed you of this need? 
What's your favorite after-shave? 

 

2. How impulsive are you? Choose one: 
___ A. "I'm totally unpredictable." 
___ B. "Often, but not all the time." 
___ C. "Sometimes I am, sometimes I hold back." 
___ D. "Not often." 
___ E. "Not at all. I just fairly cautious about life." 
 

3. Were you ever in a situation in which you had a 
premonition of a loved one's impending death? 
How did you respond? 

 

UNDERSTANDING John 12:1-11 
 

1. Acquaint the group with the setting, especially 
as gathered from parallel passages.2 

 

2. Read aloud John 12:1-11, perhaps in the 
Message or other modern rendering of the text. 
Reread, assigning various ones to enter the 
viewpoint of a participant (see next page, #3); 
what reactions come to the surface? 

 

3. Just supposin. . . . 
 A. How do you suppose a peasant family 

(presumably) accumulated a year's earnings to 
buy perfume?  

 B. How do you think Martha and Lazarus felt 
about Mary's extravagant gift? 

 

4. "Given the occasion for this dinner party, how 
does Mary's action seem: 

___ A. Thoughtful but misguided? 
___ B. Tasteful but extravagant? 
___ C. Wasteful, no but's about it? 
___ D. Honoring to the nth degree?" 
Why?` 
5. God makes it clear His concern for "the poor" 

throughout the Old Testament. Judas thought 
he'd be on solid ground with his criticism. 

                                         
1Leader will duplicate for in-depth application by group members. 
2ee parallel passages: Mt. 26:1-5; Mk 14:1-2; Lk. 22:1-2.  ALSO Jn. 11:1-2. 

#   # How persuasive do you think Jesus' 
rejoinder was with those in the banquet room? 

 

6. Identify the participants in the escalating pro-
Jesus/anti-Jesus conflict; how deep were their 
loyalties? Note the absurdity of a village woman 
clashing with the Jewish religious power 
brokers. 

 

REFLECTING on John 12:1-11 
 

1. What, in your opinion, lies behind the massive spending 
on cosmetics, hair care and designer clothes in the USA? 
What's happening societally? What's happening 
spiritually? 
 

2. One Christian, desiring to provide financial support for a 
needy missionary, decided to eliminate his daily visit to 
Starbucks; instead, he took the $65 he saved each month 
to support the missionary. Which of the following 
might be an economical step you could take to 
". . . honor the Lord materially"3? Please check 
($ ) one sacrifice you COULD make.  

___ A. Cancel the expensive movie, sports, etc., options 
on our cable service. 

___ B. Cut down on beer and wine purchases. 
___ C. Wash my own car or mow my own lawn. 
___ D. Stop buying brand-name clothes. 
___ E. Curtail eating out, with or without family. 
___ F. Eliminate my daily visit to Starbucks! 
___ G. Be extremely frugal in spending for my hobby. 
___ H. Other: ________________________. 
Share with group any reflections you have, if you wish. 
 

3. How should Christians make buying choices, 
both large and small? How can spouses agree on 
such purchases as another car? Should they 
agree? 

 

FURTHER REFLECTION (on your own) 
 

Looking for a new career? How about perfumer? "Perfume 
making is an ancient art, as perfumes were used to mask unpleasant 
body odors in a world where bathing tended to be infrequent. 
Perfumers and cooks are frequently associated in ancient literature, 
since their skills were related. Egyptian tomb paintings of the 15th 
century B.C. depict the process of making perfume from flowers. In 
the Old Testament, worship in sacred tent and temple required 
professional perfumers to make scents for the priest and incense for 
burning (Ex. 30:25,35; I Ch. 9:30). These perfumers formed 
professional guilds (Neh. 3:8)."4 Cosmetologist is a similar career 
possibility (see Ez. 23:40; 1 Tim. 2:9; 1  Pet. 3:3-4). 

 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION 
 

                                         
3Word in Life Bible, page 1522. 
4Word in Life Bible, page 2116. 
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Passage: John 12:1-115 
 

1. As Jesus comes closer and closer to the Cross, 
the Passion events take on huge significance. In 
this passage, Mary confronts Jesus in an 
unexpected way, not that Jesus could be surprised but 
the onlookers goggled in amazement. 

 

2. For your reflection:  Which of the following titles for this 
paragraph would seem most fitting?  Check ($ ) or write 
one. 

 ___ Supper and Anointing at Bethany 
 ___ A Woman Anoints Jesus with Perfume 
 ___ A Sensible Woman; A Selfish Man 
 ___ Your title?: ___________________. 
 

3. Who's who? Read the passage several times, each time 
seeking to experience the feelings of a different 
individual. 

 • Mary.6 Warmly attached to Jesus; acts prophetically. 
 • Martha.7 Devoted to serving Jesus; practical. 
 • Lazarus. Loved by Jesus; resurrected8; a celebrity! 
 • Judas Iscariot, probably expressing aloud what the rest of 

the onlookers9 felt, especially the other disciples10 
 • Simon the Leper.11 How he relates to the M/M/L family 

is unclear, but he apparently funds a celebration of Lazarus' 
return from the dead, in spite of official disapproval. 

 • JESUS.12  13 
 • Chief priests. Jealous; enraged; murderous. 
 

4. Where:  John 11:18, "Bethany was less than two 
miles from Jerusalem. . . ."  
 • "On the southeast slope of the Mount of Olives, on the 

road to Jericho. 
 • "A favorite stopover for Jesus on this trips to and from 

Jerusalem.  He stayed with his close friends. . . ."14 
 • "He [Jesus] had long been an honored guest [in the home 

of M/M/L]."15    #  
 
 
 

                                         
5See parallel passages: Mt. 26:1-5; Mk 14:1-2; Lk. 22:1-2.  ALSO Jn. 11:1-2. 
6Luke 10:38-40a, "As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a 
village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister 
called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said.   But Martha was 
distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. . . ." 
7John 11:19-20, ". . . and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home." 
8John 11:43-44, "When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, 'Lazarus, 
come out!'  The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of 
linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, 'Take off the grave clothes 
and let him go.'"  
9John 11:19, ". . . and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them 
in the loss of their brother." 
10Matt. 26:8-9  "When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. 'Why this 
waste?' they asked.  'This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the 
money given to the poor.'" 
11Matt. 26:6, "While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon 
the Leper. . . ." 
12John 11:5   "Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus." 
13John 11:35, "Jesus wept [at Lazarus' tomb].  Then the Jews said, 'See how he 
loved him!'"  
14Word in Life Bible, page 1646. 
15The Gospel of John, by F.F. Bruce, page 256. 

#  5. When? (Jn. 12:1, 12)  
 • The night before Jesus' triumphal entry to Jerusalem, now 

celebrated as Palm Sunday. 
 • Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead ". . . a few weeks 

before."16
 

6. "They prepared Him a supper." (vs. 2).  
 • "The meal may well have been intended in part to 

celebrate the recent recovery of Lazarus from death. . . ."17 
 

7.  "A pint of pure nard." (vs. 3)  
 • "A lavish expenditure of perfume for such a purpose."18 
 • ". . . worth about one year's average wage. . .. "19 
 • "She took one of her most valuable possessions and gave 

it to Jesus in an unusual act of devotion."20 
 • Imported from India, hence very expensive.21 
 • An eyewitness account; the fragrance permeated the 

house. 
8. ". . . 300 hundred denarii.'  (vs. 5).". . . would have 

exceeded what a common laborer could earn in an entire 
year, taking into account Sabbaths and feast days where no 
work was done."22 

9.  ". . . the day of my burial." (vs. 7)  
 • ". . . can refer to the preparations necessary for burial, or 

to the burial itself.  . . . foreshadows the passion narrative of 
John 18-19.   . . . Normally one would not anoint the feet of 
a living person but the head (cf. Mark 14:3), but one could 
anoint the feet of a corpse to prepare it for burial."23 

 

10.  ". . . . poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with 
her hair. " (vs. 3) 

 • Mary chooses to be exceedingly extravagant by 
foreshadowing Jesus' burial rites. 

 • ". . . doubly extravagant . . . extraordinary in the eyes of 
that company. . . ."24 

 • "Mary prophetically anticipates the burial of Jesus in her 
humble act of disposability.. . . "25 

 

11. Judas' greedy heart. (vs. 6) 
 • "Judas often dipped into the disciples'' money bag for his 

own use. Quite likely Jesus knew what Judas was doing, but 
never did or said anything about it."26 

 • Judas professes concern for the poor, but secretly is 
looking out for himself. 

 • "Judas used a pious phrase to hid his true motives."27 
 

12. Jesus' puzzling response (vss. 7-8). Cf. Deut. 15:11.  

                                         
16The Gospel of John, by F.F. Bruce, page 255. 
17The Gospel of John, by F.F. Bruce, page 255. 
18The Gospel of John, by F.F. Bruce, page 255. 
19Word in Life Bible, page 1522. 
20Word in Life Bible, page 1522. 
21life Application Bible, page 1649. 
22The Bible Knowledge Key Word Study, page 336 
23The Bible Knowledge Key Word Study, pages 336-337. 
24The Gospel of John, by F.F. Bruce, page 255. 
25The Trinity in the Gospel of John , by Royce Gruenler, page 80. 
26Life Application Bible, page 1649. 
27Life Application Bible, page 1649. 
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 • "Jesus'' words should have taught Judas a valuable lesson 

about the worth of money. Unfortunately, Judas did not 
take heed; soon he would self his Master's life for 30 
pieces of silver."28

 

                                         
28Life Application Bible, page 1649. 


