» GLENSTONE CHAPEL «
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: Galatians 1:1-10

For use April 13-19, 2008

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP STUDY

“The actual lives that most people live are filled with
impotence, boredom, obscurity, and hassle. Living in
the land of the free has not made us free; we are a
nation of addicts and complainers.”! Think so?

LAUNCHING

1. Which of thefollowing have happened to you?
Check (v ) one or more, then share as you have
opportunity.

____A. Senton an errand to the store by parent or
spouse.

____B. Sent by my boss on abusiness trip.

___C. Sent by my school, Scouts or other organization
to sell candy, etc. in afund-raiser.

___D. Sent by acoach to carry the next play into the
game.

____E. Sent by an auto mechanic to buy aneeded part.

_F. Sent by PizzaHut, etc., to deliver apizza.

___ G. Sent overseas by amission organization.

____H. Sent by parents or an employer to take a trade,
technical or continuing education course.

___|. Sent by ateacher to take anote to the office.

____J. Other:

2. What does theexpression, “flash in a pan,”
mean to you?Where did it come from? When, if
ever, did you act asaGlash in apanOPor appear to
be so to others?

3. Which are you more like (in thefable of therace
between the hare and thetortoise)?
___A.Qthink | have (or do) give up too easily over the
long haul (but I0n not aflash in the pan! Am17?).0
__B.Q may beslow but Il get thejob doneO
__ C. O redly don@know. Or | don@want to say.O
__ D. Other:

UNDERSTANDING Galatians 1:1-10

1. Read aloud to focuson thepassage Ask one
person with an authoritative voice to be Paul (to
read vss. 1, 6-10). Therest of thegroupmay read
in unison, vss. 2-5.

2. Asagroup,identify who is sending this | etter
(epistle) and whoisreceivingit. Wha we do know
aboutthe sendea's and therecipients fromthis text
and/or elsewhere in the Bible?

3. Wha was the Qlifferent gopd O(vs. 6) which
was leading the Galatian bdievers astray? See

1Traveling Light: Reflections on the Free Life, by Eugene Peterson, page 9.

Acts 155 and Gal. 2:15-16, 21 Wha wastherole
of circumcision within Jewish theology?

4. Why was Paul so afraid of the Qlifferent
gopd & How afraid was he?

5. Inwha ways had Paul shown integrity in his
previousdealingswith the Galatians? Wha does he
think of people-pleasers?

REFLECTING on Galatians 1:1-10

1. How much is Gpeople-pleasingQ(vs. 10) apart of
my psych?Wha progress have | seen in my life
in becoming Ga servant of ChristOrathe than a
(people-pleaser® What incentivesdo | have?
2. Wha@ your reactionto thefollowing?

“We who are Christians should expose, confront, and
refute any view that is contrary to the gospel of grace
and the clear teaching of Scripture.”? \Why? How?

3. Charles Swindoll describes this passage as Paul drawing Q .
. hisliterary guns . . . [and] firing as the Holy Spirit

leads. 3 What® your own style in dealing with grim

situations such as Paul faced? Check the one which best

describes you or write your own.

___A.Q amtrigger happy, wanting to correct peopleG
mistakes instantly. Heresy is too dangerous to be
alowed to fester.O

___B.Qliketo please people, too much at times, so |
tend to put my gun in the holster and wait it out.O

___C.O0n happy to allow the Holy Spirit to lead me
but my own rash nature makes me prone to rush.O

___D.Q believein listening, so | can really understand
what/who | am facing before | start to shoot.O

____E.Q0n Gut of here.OMy preference is to avoid
confrontation with anyone.O

___F. Other:

FURTHER REFLECTION (onyour own)

I “You can have freedom. Y ou can experience it daily. . . .
How? By applying the truths in the living letter of
Galatians Ban epistle inspired by God through the pen of
His servant Paul.&

I Martin Luther said, Or'he Epistle to the Galatians is my
Epistle. | have betrothed myself to it. It is my wife.(%

I ONo one can understand what it [the Gospel] is who does
not distinguish clearly between the Law and the Gospel,
and between Works and Faith.O[source unknown]

2Galatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 13.
SGalatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 13.
4Galatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 1.
Sknow Your Bible, Vol. II, by W. Graham Scroggie, page 154.
6 Know Your Bible, Vol. II, by W. Graham Scroggie, page 152.



FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

Passage: Galatians 1:1-10 |

Which would you rather have? Authentic autonomy or
counterfeit freedom? In many nationsin the world, democratic
government is largely afiction, though the tyranny may be
disguised in an oft-ignored constitution guaranteeing liberties,
periodic open, but rigged, elections, etc. The true daughters and
sons of God possess authentic freedom, in Chrit, as presented in
Galatians.

1. The letter to the “Galatians is an impassioned letter. Paul
had heard the Galatians Christians were falling away from the
true Gospel of grace and turning to a legalistic approach to
salvation. He wished to turn them back to the freedom of
salvation by faith alone. In so doing, he argued that not only
isthe sinner saved by grace, but the saved sinner also lives by
grace. Grace is the way /ife and the way of life. This letter
was likely written before the Council of Jerusalem (see Acts
15) which better defined the relationship between Judaism
and Christianity.

2. Who’s who? (vss. 1-2)

I Paul. Thewriter of the letter. The converted Pharisaic
legalist, previously known as Saul of Tarsus. Paul states
his claim as an apostle (vs. 1) to make clear his authority
to speak Christian truth to bogus teachers.

I Jesus Christ. The God-One Who gave up Hislifeto be
the Savior of sinful humankind (vs. 4); by grace, calls
sinners to salvation (vs. 6); the One Whom Paul serves
(vs. 10). He Q.. . rescued us from the present world orderO
(vs4).8

I God the Father. Raised Jesus from the dead. GDur
Lord@® resurrection was the great attestation of the truth of
dl his[Paul@] claims. . . .&@

I «All the brothers with me.” Co-authors? Paul often
seemed to use an Geditorial boardOof sorts in writing his
letters, especially Timothy, Silas, et. a. This letter may
well be the end-product of acommunity group discussion
of the situation in Galatial! The exact recipients of the
Galatian letter are unknown, but it seems apparent the
people knew Paul from his ministry among them.

I Various congregations in central Asia Minor (Turkey).
It appears that most of the readers of this letter were well
versed in Judaism and in the content of the Old
Testament.

| False teachers. Q . . Paul® opponents were Jewish-
Christian emissaries from Jerusalem who arrived on the
scene, insisting that Gy faith aloneQwas insufficient for
full salvation. Paul® gospel, they maintained, was only
half the truth, and circumcision . . . was needful. . .. they
conducted a smear campaign against Paul. . . .39 See also
#3 below.

3. “an apostle. . . sent . . . by Jesus Christ and God. ...”
(1:1) Describes the role Paul takes in relation to the reader.

Galatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 9.
8 Letters to Young Churches, by J.B. Phillips, page 89.
rwin's Bible Commentary, ed. by C.H. Irwin, page 508.
10Galatians (Bible Study Books), by Ralph Martin, page 100.

I Paul immediately confronts his critics by presenting his
credentials. Orhe laying on of hands at Antioch (Acts
13:2-3) was only an outward recognition by the church of
aprevious Divine call and commission.G1
Orhis gives Paul the credentials he needs to perform
radical spiritual surgery on the Galatian Christians and the
legalists who were duping them.32

' QPaul was called by the risen Christ, in contrast to the
twelve apostles who were called by the Lord Jesus during
His earthly ministry.33

4. Jesus Christ ”. .. gave Himself for our sins. ...” (1.4)
Orhe apostle at once makes prominent the atoning
sacrifice of Christ, with its sanctifying design, and its
Divine authority, in opposition to those who taught that
circumcision and legal observance were essential to
salvation.34

5. Christ died ”. . . to rescue us from the present evil age.”

(1:4)

I Ot was especially timely . . . for the Galatians to be
reminded that they were going back into the very system
from which Christ had died to rescue them! G

I Orhough eventually we will be removed from the world
and taken up into heaven, in the meantime we are called by
Christ to be light and salt in #iis world (Matt. 5:13-16). . ..
weareobligated . . . (1) to be beacons of the truth, drawing
people toward us so they might see Christ in us, and (2) to
be preserving agents, influencing society in away that keeps
the corrupting power of sin from finishing its destructive
course. .. .G%8

6. “... so quickly deserting. . ..” (1:6) Paul is amazed!

t Q.. either after their conversion or after Paul® second
vigit . . . the time was comparatively sort; varying from
oneto five years.G”’

I New believers may be particularly vulnerable to
counterfeit gospels.

I Orhe apostle was shocked . . . deserting their Savior.38

I Orhe seriousness of the error in the Galatian churches
caused him to be stern and cool toward them.3°

7. “a different gospel.” (1:6) ONo gospel at all.O(1:7)

I Q..abackward movement. . .. It was to be entangled
again in the yoke of bondage. It was to substitute the Law
asaway of salvation for the free grace of God.(°

I “It was acounterfeit gospel of works, claiming that faith
in Christ plus performing certain acts would bring
salvation.G*

11[1'win ’s Bible Commentary, ed. by C.H. Irwin, page 508.
12Gatatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 11.
1gBeliever ’s Bible Commentary, by William MacDonald, page 1875.
14[1'win ’s Bible Commentary, ed. by C.H. Irwin, page 508.
1SBeliever ’s Bible Commentary, by William MacDonald, page 1876.
18Galatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 11-12.
17[1'win ’s Bible Commentary, ed. by C.H. Irwin, page 508.
18Galatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 12.
1gBeliever ’s Bible Commentary, by William MacDonald, page 1875.
2O[I'win ’s Bible Commentary, ed. by C.H. Irwin, page 507.
2LGalatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 12.
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I« ..the Gospel did not mean that the Gentiles were to be
converted into Jews, that a man could not become a
perfect Christian without becoming a partial Jew.(?2

8. “Some people” (1:7) Q.. are bewildering you.(3

Q. . teachers had come among the churches of Galatia,

insisting upon the necessity of circumcision (cf. 5:10,
6:12).

I Q.. teacherswho insisted that they must still keep the old
Jewish Law, including the rite of circumcision. They
impugned Paul& authority. . . .&4

I Q.. tried to turn the Galatians away from Paul by saying
he was not a genuine apostle of the Lord and therefore his

message was not reliable. >

9. “...let him be eternally condemned. . ..” (1:8)

(ralse teachers . . . are worthy of damnation --
everlasting punishment in hell. He [Paul] repeats this
anathema twice, making it clear that those who twist the
gospel deserve this awful final judgment.(30
! Q. . both the glory of Jesus Christ and the salvation of

men are at stake.F’

! Q. . afearful verdict, excommunication.(38

10. Winning “. .. the approval of men. . ..” (1:10)

I According to Charles Swindoll, Ghose who seek to please
only God become invincible within. . . . Those who stop
striving to please people are not intimidated by them. . . .
those who are true servants of Christ think and act
independently. G

I Paul@ enemies Q.. accused him of changing the message
to suit his audience. . . .G°

22 Know Your Bible, Vol. II, by W. Graham Scroggie, page 151.

23The New Testament (Berkeley Version), by Gerrit Verkuyl, page 473.
24Letters to Young Churches, by JB. Phillips, page 89.

2SBeliever ’s Bible Commentary, by William MacDonald, page 1874.
2Galatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 12.
27Galatians: Expositor’s Bible Commentary, page 429.

2BGalatians (Bible Study Books), by Ralph Martin, page 102.
2Galatians: Letter of Liberation, by Charles Swindoll, page 13.
3OBeliever ’s Bible Commentary, by William MacDonald, page 1876.
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