
 

GLENSTONE CHAPEL 

Community Group Bible Study Guide 
 
 

Passage: Genesis 1:1-2:3                             For use Sept. 2 - 8, 2007 
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION: 
 

1.  The author opens the marvelous story of God 
moving in human history with a magni-ficent 
introduction, Gen. 1:1-2:3. It is helpful to regard 
this material as a literary piece, rather than a scientific 
treatise. Such an approach does not undermine the 
authenticity, historicity or veracity of the Bible's 
account of Creation. "We will never know all the 
answers to how God created the earth, but the Bible 
tells us that God did create it."1 What is important is the 
Who and why, not the how and when. 

 

2. For your initial ref lection: "And God saw that it 
was good. . . ."  What does this tell us about 
God? About our world? About ourselves? 

 

3.  ". . . day. . . ." Conservative Bible scholars 
have varying views on the meaning of this 
word. Each position has pluses and minuses: 

 • 24-hours, as time is calculated today. 
 • an indefinite time period, e.g., "the iron age," perhaps 

even millions of years. 
 • the days in which God revealed to Moses the details 

of creation (i.e., God took a calendar week to tell Moses 
what had happened at creation). 

 • a poetic device for God to explain the inexplicable to 
humankind. 

 

4.  "God created. . ." (Gen. 1:1).  
 • The Hebrew word for "create" is used only of divine 

activity.2 
 • "To say that the universe 'just happened' or 'evolved' 

requires more faith than to believe that God is behind 
this . . . wonderful universe."  For example, "some 
scientists say that the number of stars in creation is 
equal to all the grains of all the sands on all the beaches 
of the world."3 

 • God's Word powerfully changes the chaos/void of 
Gen. 1: 2 and makes it into an ordered/habitable place. 

 • "First of all, and before any creature was, God made 
heaven and earth out of nothing."4 

 

5. "In the beginning" (Gen. l:1) "A summary 
statement introducing the 6 days of creative activity."5 

 

6. The gap theory.6 Some sincere Bible students believe 
that the events of Isaiah 14:12-15 occurred between Gen. 1:1 

                                         
1Life Application Study Bible, page 5. 
2NIV Study Bible, page 6. 
3Life Application Study Bible, page 5. 
4Geneva Study Bible. 
5NIV Study Bible, page 6. 
6Thomas Chamlers in 1814 was the first to purpose that there is a gap. . . . Into this gap he 
places a pre-Adamic age, about which the scriptures say nothing. Some great catastrophe took 

and 1:2, thus accounting for the origin of Satan. Others 
believe the gap theory is a misinterpretation of Isaiah. 
 

7. Sequence of the "days." It seems illogical to have 
the sun, moon and stars appearing (vss. 14ff.) after the 
creation of plants (vs. 12). However, this minor point 
ought not obscure the main proposition, God created it 
ALL (Cf. Eccl. 1:5; Jer. 10:16; John 1:3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 
1:2). Some Bible scholars postulate that the earth may 
have been originally cloud-covered and the sun, etc. 
would not have been visible from a human's viewpoint 
until the clouds cleared in Day 4.  

 

9. Made in the image of God (vss. 26-27). 
 • "Since man [humankind] is made in God's image, 

every human being is worthy of honor and respect. . ."7 
 • God ". . . created men and women as unique beings 

capable of communication with Him. No other part of 
creation can claim that remarkable privilege."8 

 • "God obviously did not create us exactly like Him-self 
because God has no physical body. Instead . . . it is our 
entire self that reflects the image of God."9 

 • Male and female ". . . alike bear the image of God and 
together they share" in God's decree (vss.  28-30).10 

 

10. The cultural mandate (vss. 28-30). 
 • "Man [humankind] goes forth under this divine bene-

diction . . .  Human culture, accordingly, is not anti-
God. . . .  Rather, it is the expression of man's bearing 
the image of his Creator and sharing, as God's servant, 
in God's kingly rule.  . . . he [she] is steward of God's 
creatures."11 

 • "This shows that marriage is an ordinance of God, 
instituted in paradise, and is honorable; and that 
procreation is a natural action . . . and may be 
performed without sin. . . ."12 

 • "When God delegated some of His authority to the 
human race, He expected  us to take responsibility for 
the environment and the other creatures that share our 
planet."13 

 

11. "God rested"  (Gen. 2:2-3).  ". . . not because 
He was weary, but because nothing formless or empty 
remained. His creative work was completed. . . ."14 

                                                                  
place, which left the earth . . . ruined. . . . This speculation has been popularized by the 1917 
Scofield Reference Bible.  
7NIV Study Bible, page 7. 
8Life Application Study Bible, page 5. 
9Life Application Study Bible, page 6. 
10NIV Study Bible, page 8. 
11NIV Study Bible, page 8. 
12An Exposition of the Old and New Testament, by John Gill. 
13Life Application Study Bible, page 7. 
14NIV Study Bible, page 8. 
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 • ". . . God demonstrated that rest is appropriate and 

right.  . . . it should not amaze us that we also need rest. 
Jesus demonstrated this principle. . . ."15 

 

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 16 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 

Passage: Genesis 1:1-2:3 
_ 

LAUNCHING  
 

1. What's one experience you've had which has 
demonstrated to you the wondrous imprint of 
God's creative hand in nature?  For example: 

 • viewing the Grand Canyon or other natural wonder,  
 • examining a tiny creature through a microscope,  
 • viewing the night sky through a telescope, 
 • watching a storm develop,  
 • visiting a zoo or game park.  
How did you FEEL at those moments? 
 

2. Because humans are made in the image of 
God, all have some streak of creativity within. 
Check ( )  the times that you have felt some 
creativity, then please share one with the group. 
___ A. "In my eyes -- choosing colors, designing 
something, drawing, scrapbooking, etc." 
___ B. "In my hands -- like building, sewing, cooking, 
landscaping, gardening, etc." 
___ C. "When I express myself in writing, I find great 
satisfaction." 
___ D. "I like to make music." 
___ E. "'With my body, like in sports." 
___ F. "Somehow I missed out on this." 
___ G. Other: ________________________. 
 

3. "What time of day are you most creative? 
(Are you an early bird or a night owl?)"17 
 

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 

1. Read aloud Genesis 1:1-2:3. For each "day," 
change readers. Identify repeated words/phrases. 
 

2. "What is your first impression of God here?  
 a. God enjoys His work. 
 b. God has quite an imagination. 
 c. God loves order. 
 d. God can make something from nothing.18 
 

3. "Have the group work together to complete 
this chart.19 Note how God's creativity 
becomes increasingly intense. 

 

Days  of  Forming Days  of  Filling 

                                         
15Life Application Study Bible, page 7. 
16Leader should duplicate for easier application by group members. 
17Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 36. 
18Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 37. 
19Adapted from NIV Study Bible, page 6. 

Day 1, 
1:3  

 
Day 4, 
1:14 

 

Day 2, 
1:7  

 
Day 5, 
1:21 

 

Day 3, 
1:9, 
11 

 
 

Day 6, 
1:24, 
26, 30 

 

 

4. "What does this pattern [see #3] tell you 
about . . . [the Creator]?"  The purpose of the 
creation? "It goodness? Its completeness?"20 

 

5. "Why do you think the Bible tells us that God 
created but does not tell us exactly how He 
created? What does this tell us about the relative 
importance of the who and how of creation?"21

 
 

6. Compare Gen. 1:1-3 with John 1:1-3. Where 
was Jesus during creation? What connotation lies 
behind the word, word? 

 

7. At the end of each "day," God evaluated the 
work. "And . . . it was ______." What does 
this teach us about human beings in their 
originally-created state? What about us? 

 

MUSING on Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 

1. If you could ask God one question about this 
passage right now, what would it be? 

 

2. In what ways should I copy God by: 
  • doing more to develop my creativity?  
OR, • making sure I get adequate rest? 
OR, • being alert to God's work in my life? 
 

3. Which of the commands in 1:28-30 do you 
need to take more seriously at this time in 
your life? Check ( )  one that applies, then share 
with the group as you feel able. 

 __ Produce children and care for them. 
 __ Be a better steward of earth's resources ("think 

green"). 
 __ Become a vegetarian [actually, this is NOT the 

import of verse 30]. So ignore. 
 __ Open my thinking to the "cultural mandate," seeing 

my daily work as part of God's overall plan for society. 
 __ I honestly do not know! 
  What next for me? 
 

FURTHER MUSING (on your own) 
 

• "Knowing that we are made in God's image and thus share 
many of His characteristics provides a solid basis for self-worth. 
Human worth is not based on possessions, achieve-ment, 
physical attractiveness, or public acclaim. Instead it is based on 
being made in God's image. Because we bear God's image, we 
can feel positive about ourselves. . . . downgrading ourselves is 

                                         
20Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 36. 
21Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 36. 
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criticizing what God has made and the abilities He has given us. 
Knowing that you are a person of worth helps you love God . . . 
and make a valuable contribution to those around you."22 

                                         
22Life Application Study Bible, page 6. 


