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FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION

1. Abraham istested again! First he had to leave his
father's home, then he had to send away his beloved
first-born son, Ishmael, and now God tells him to
sacrifice his true heir and very beloved son! Cf. Heb.
11:8-16.

2."Herel am." (22:1,7, 11)
* "I'm listening."!
* "The term indicates readiness, alertness, attentiveness,
receptivity and responsiveness to instruction."?
", .. signifying that he heard His Voice and was ready
to obey His Commands, be they what they would."3

3."...saaificehim. ... (22:2) cf Heb. 11:17-19
* "Some have wondered why Abraham, who protested
God's apparent decision to destroy the innocent with the
guilty in Sodom, here obeys without objection."*
", .. this was dreadful work he was called to, and must
be exceeding trying to him . . . as a parent . . . he was to
cut the throat of his son, then to rip him up and cut up
his quarters and then to lay every piece in order upon
the wood, and then burn all to ashes and this he was to
do ... with deliberation, seriousness and devotion. . .
ns

* . "Why did God ask Abraham to perform human
sacrifice? Pagan nations practiced human sacrifice but
God condemned this as a terrible sin (Lev. 20:1-5). . ..
God was testing Abraham. . . .Through this difficult
experience, Abraham strengthened his commitment to
obey God."®

4." |saacwhomyou love ..." (22:2).
 "If Abraham did not love Isaac, the commandment to
sacrifice him would not have constituted much of a
test."’
«"...on whom his affections were strongly set, being .
.. the child of Promise; on whom all his hope . . . of a
numerous offspring promised him was built, and in
whose line the Messiah was to spring. . . ."8

5."...sayhere..." (22:5).
* "Abraham may be concealing the truth from his
servants (lest they prevent him from carrying out God's
will), from Isaac (lest he flee), and from himself (lest
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the frank acknowledgment of his intention cause this
resolve to break). Alternatively, he may be »

PP expressing his profound trust in God's promise, casting
his faith and hope as a prediction."?

6.1saac "Whereisthelamb?" (22:7).
* "Most rabbinic commentators see him as an adult and
thus a willing participant in his own sacrifice. . . ."10
«". .. Isaac was thoroughly acquainted with what was to
be done, that he was to be the sacrificed, and that he
heartily agreed to it . . . and that he went with the same will
to be offered up as his father did to offer him. .. ."1!
* Vss. 10-11: Isaac is as willing as Abraham. "The
father yields up the son, the son gives up his life; on
both sides, as far as will and purpose could go, the
sacrifice was complete."!2

7.God: " Do not do anything to him." (vs. 12)
«". .. by lacerating his flesh, letting out any of his
blood or wounding him ever so slightly in any part."!3
* "God is now able to call the last trial of Abraham off
because Abraham has demonstrated that this obedience
is uppermost for him, surpassing even his paternal love
for Isaac."14

8." God will provide. . .." (22.14) [Jehovah
Jireh] Cf.vs. 8.

* "God sees to it."13

* "This was the language EITHER (1) of his obedience .
.. OR (2) of his faith."16

* "The Bible clearly teaches God's providential control
in supplying the wants of God's people" (vss. 8/14). 17

9."...all nationson earth will be blessed. . .
" (22:18)
* God's vision for THE WORLD continues.
* The covenant God made with Abraham clearly had a
"universal destination." The covenant had and has
"world-wide significance." 18
", ..1in his one and Principal Seed, the Messiah, that
should spring from him [Cf. Gal. 3:16] in Whom, all
the elect of God, of all nations under the heavens, are

9The Jewish Study Bible, page 46

1 OThe Jewish Study Bible, page 46.

1 lOn—line Bible, by Kay Hall.

12011—line Bible, by Kay Hall.

1 3011—line Bible, by Kay Hall.

14The Jewish Study Bible, page 46.

1 5The Message, page 42.

1 6On—line Bible, by Kay Hall.

17Systematic Theology, by L. Berkhof, page 168.
1 8Systematic Theology, by L. Berkhof, page 292.

Thanks to Andre Murray for his research assistance.



blessed with all spiritual blessings, with peace. pardon,
righteousness. and eternal life, with grace, here and
hereafter. . . ."19

QUESTIONSTO USE IN GROUP 20
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

The angel renewing
God's Promises to
i their family? (vss. 15-18)

Passage Genesis 22 |

LAUNCHING

1. If your house/apartment was on fire and you only had
a few seconds to gather some things to take with you,
what are 2-3 items you'd try to save (assuming your
family is already safely outside)?

2. "At what age do you find children the most adorable?
The most exasperating?"2!

3. What situation(s) have you experienced growing up
when your parent(s) failed to explain to you what was
happening or why? [for example, a divorce, a move to
another town (& school), an unexpected pregnancy]

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 22

1. To place the Bible as the focal point of your
discussion, read verses 1-18 aloud, perhaps in a
modern style such as Living Bible or The
Message. Note the first sentence which puts it all
in perspective. Also note that Abraham was
about 120 years old, and Isaac was about 20!

2. To understand the emotional badkdrop of
this passage, express your own opinions on:

Phase of thestory i How Abraham : How Isaacwas
wasfeding? feeing?
When God told him to N/A

kill his beloved son??2

Saddling up the
donkey and cutting
firewood? (vs. 3)

Isaac asking about the
need for a lamb?(vs. 7)

Abraham preparing the
altar?

Abraham tying up
Isaac? (vs. 9)

Abraham lifting his
knife up?

The angel calling? (vs.
11-12)

Abraham untying
Isaac and helping him
off the altar?
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P 3. What evidences are found here of the
quality of Abraham's obedience? Isaac's?

4. "What do you learn about Abraham based on
his prompt, obedient actions (vss. 3-10)?"23

5. What do you suppose Abraham learned from
this faith-encounter with God that stayed with
him the rest of his life?

6. "What did Isaac learn from this experience?"2+
MUSING on Genesis 22

1. As you review your life, which of these kinds
of testing (see below) have you undergone,
that would seem to parallel Abraham's test of
faith and obedience? Check (v ) what fits you

best; share as you wish.

____A."T didn't know how I would ever pay my
college bills/debts."

____ B. "I was sure s/he was the right person for me, but
all T got was a slightly-used engagement ring."

____ C."T'loved my job and couldn't see why I was
relieved from it (and also sent job-hunting?)."

_ D."We got attacked by cancer (or heart disease,
or ??) and our lives were totally disrupted thereafter."
_ E. "My son/daughter seems to be almost
hopelessly lost; it breaks my heart."

_ F. "I never wanted to move to North Carolina."
____ G."T'll never know why s/he did something so
horrible to me."

H. Other:

2. How willing are you to take "the road less traveled"?
When asked to do something new, to venture out into
"scary territory," how do you react? Have you wished for
"greater faith" to undertake the unthinkable, as Abraham
did?

3. "Where do you sense God is testing you now? How
are you doing with the test? What are you learning from
it?"23

FURTHER MUSING (on your own)

", .. often we think of blessings as gifts to be enjoyed.
But when God blesses us, His blessings are intended to
overflow to others."2¢

* "God's time to help His people is when they are brought
to the greatest extremity; the more eminent the danger
is . . . the more wonderful . . . is the deliverance."?’
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Your feedback on the content or application of this study
is always welcome; tell Dan at NananDrDan@aol.com
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