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Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: Genesis 32

For use December 9-15, 2007

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION

1. Jacob the schemer N or Jacob the strategic planner? In
this narrative, he is depending on God for his ultimate
deliverance. at Peniel, God reminds Jacob of his
ultimate vulnerability. "The fateful encounter at the Jabbok
isone of the best-known episodes in the life of Jacob, but also
surely the most enigmatic."1

2. Possible outline of Chapter 32:
¥A good-bye and arevelation (vss. 1-3).
¥Jacob prepares to meet Esau (vss. 4-22).
¥At Peniel, Jacob wrestles with a divine being (23-33).
2

3. Who's who3
¥Jacob. See previous study guides.
¥Laban. Jacob's uncle.

¥The son of Bethuel, who was the son of Nahor,
Abraham'’s brother.

¥He lived at Haran in Mesopotamia. His sister Rebecca

was Isaac's wife (and Jacob's mother).

¥Welcomed Jacob into his home and ranching business

when Jacob sought refuge from Esau's wrath.

¥He schemed to have Jacob marry both of his daughters.

¥Outwitted by Jacob in ranch management.
¥Esau. Jacob's older twin brother.
¥The eldest son of Isaac. Favorite of hisfather, | saac.
¥A hunter, rather than a herdsman.
¥A "thorough Bedouin, a son of the desert."

¥L ost his birthright and "covenant blessing" as a result of

his greed and also Jacob's craftiness.

¥Married to two women of heathen origins, later athird, a

daughter of Ishmael, acousin.
¥Seemed to be impulsive, rash and reckless.
¥Sought to repent when too late.

¥Esau permanently left Canaan, and established himself

as apowerful and wealthy chief in the land of Edom.
¥Eventually reconciled with Jacob (Gen. 33:4).
¥His descendants to be judged and destroyed.®

4. "Mahanaim" (32:1-2)

¥The angels appeared ". . . in avisible form, most

probably human and . . . with the accouterments of

soldiers. .. "6

¥"The angels of God appeared to Jacob to encourage

him with the assurance of the Divine protection"’
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The Jewish Study Bible, page 67.
The Jewish Study Bible, page 66..
3Easton 's Bible Dictionary.

4Heb. 12:16-17 Seethat no oneis sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who
for asingle meal sold hisinheritance rights asthe oldest son. Afterward, . . . when
he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could bring about no change
of mind, though he sought the blessing with tears.

5Obad. 18 "...thehouse of Esau will be stubble, and they will set it on fire and
consume it. There will be no survivors from the house of Esau." The LORD has
spoken.

80n-line Bible, by Kay Hall.
7 On-line Bible, by Kay Hall.

¥The angels probably appeared to him". . . one [group]
in the front and the other in the rear, to M
PP protect him from Laban behind and Esau before. . . "8

5. "... your servant Jacob. . ." (32:4).
¥" .. expressing great humility and modesty, for
though hisfather Isaac by his Blessing had made him
lord over Esau, the time was not come for this to take
place . .. and besides, was to have its accomplishment
not in his own person but in his posterity. . . ."°

6. "400 men are with him (32:6)
¥"Out he [ Esau] marches with 400 men, probably such
as used to hunt with him, armed no doubt, ready to
execute the word of command."10
¥"Jacob was scared. Very scared. Panicked. .. ."11
¥". .. underscores Jacob's vulnerability. For al his
wives, offspring, slaves and animals, he lacks the
military might of the brother he has wronged. Things
are looking grim."12
¥"|t was his brother Esau that had formerly vowed
revenge upon him, and had determined to kill him
(Gen. 27:41) and he knew not but that he was still of
the same mind; and now having an opportunity and in
his[Esau's] power todoit, . . . Jacob feared hewould
attempt it. . . ."13
¥"|t does not appears that Esaul. . . had any hostile
intention, but was really coming with a part of his
servantsor tribe to do his brother honor. If he had had
any contrary intention, God had removed it. . . ."14

7. Jacob's prayer (32:10-13)
¥Note how the prayer opens and ends with Jacob
reminding God of His Promises.
¥"In his distress he does not consult the teraphim
Rachel had taken . . . nor does he call uponthe. ..
angels that had just appeared to him. .. but to . . . the
God of hisfathers, Who had . . . done great things for
them. .. ."15

8. "...a man wrestled with him (32:24).16
¥"Jacob's solitude and lack of property recall his status
when he first fled his brother's wrath, before God had
showered His bounty upon him."17
¥"Jacob's mysterious adversary is surely supernatural . .
. most Jewish commentators have taken him to be
angelic."18

80n-line Bible, by Kay Hall.
O0n-line Bible, by Kay Hall.

100,:-line Bible, by Kay Hall.
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The Message, page 62.

The Jewish Study Bible, page 66.
130-line Bible, by Kay Hall.
140, line Bible, by Kay Hall.
150-line Bible, by Kay Hall.

lGHo%a 12:4 He struggled with the angel and overcame him; he wept and
begged for hisfavor. He found him at Bethel and talked with him there--

17The Jewish Study Bible, page 67.




29. "He blessed him there" (32:29) "Jacob wins his
blessing after all."19

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 2
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

| Passage: Genesis 32

LAUNCHING DISCUSSION

1. If yougrew up with siblings in your family or
origin, wha kindsof struggles, corflicts
and/or clashes did you experience with oneor

more of them? [Also, if you wish to comment, how
are these relationships today 7|

2. When youwere in elementary school, did you

have arivalry with any particular individud? For
example, "l was quite good in math, but when we had oral

or timed quizzes, Richard would beat me a most every
time!" How did it feel to lose all thetime? Or
win al thetime?

3. Ever been trapped, physcaly, spiritudly,
psychologically, finandally? Like locked in
somewhere? So depressed tha all of life
looked dark? Completely convinced tha God
was deaf? Withoutgoing into detail, how did
you feel? Wha were your thoughts?

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 32

1. Read aloud verses 1-12, 22-32. Summarize the

content of verses 13-21

2. Asagroup,try to evaluate Jacob's feelings at
each point in thenarative. Write down your
perception; then share with othe's. Wha
patern(s) can youdeerming if any?

Jacob's feelings: when

Angels met him (vs. 1).

He sent messengers to
Esau (vss. 3-5).

The messengers returned
(vs. 6).

He starts to pray (vs. 9).

He ends his prayer (vs.
12).

He strategizes through the
night (vs. 13).

He sends forth his giftsfor
Esau (vss. 14-21).

He wrestles with an angel
(or God) (vss. 24-30).
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The Jewish Study Bible, page 67.
The Jewish Study Bible, page 68.

out pencils to those who need them.

Leader should duplicate page 2 for easier application by group members; pass

Hewent away limping (vs.
31).

» 3. Thefirst andlast time Jacob had seen
angdswas at Bethd (Gen. 28:12), twenty
years before! Now in the space of two days,
he sees angdstwice! What was God trying
to communicate to Jacob during this time of
crisis? To wha extent did Jacob get the
message(s)?

4. "Wha doyouthink of the way Jacob
prepares to meet Esau:
() Jacob is acting out of fear, not faith
(b) Jacob is up to hisold tricks again?
(c) Jacob is genuinely humble and penitent toward
God?
(d) Jacob is trusting more in Esau's mercy thanin
God's?

Why do you think so?"21

5. "In wha way does this chapter summarize
Jacob'slife?'2?

MUSING on Genesis 32

1. In thinking aboutyour own life, who can you
best identify in this story? Check (v ) wha
fitsyou best; share as youwish.

____Jacob: "I'm such aslow learner when it comes to
trust in God truly and deeply."

__ Esau: "I've been hurt terribly by someone but God
has given me grace to forgive."

___Jacob's messengers: "What | have been given to
doisterrifying, but | ssmply have to go."

__ Wives and sons: "I'm ahelpless victim."

__ Angel(s): "I enjoy being sent by God to carry out
God's commands."

____Noneof these.

2. What's creating havoc or fear in yourlife
right now? How can our Community Group
hdp?

3. Have you ever "wrestled with God" as Jacob
did at Jabbok Brook?How long?What did
you discover aboutGod?Aboutyourself?
Share as you feel comfortable dang so.

FURTHER MUSING (onyourown)

¥"I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you
have shown your servant. . .." Gen. 32:10). "l am lessthan all
the compassions and than all the faithfulness, which Y ou have
showed unto Y our servant"23 A man who sees himself in the

light of God will ever fed that he has no good but what he has
received, and that he deserves nothing of al that hehas. ... the

ZlSerend[p[ty Bible for Groups, page 80.
ZZSerend[p[ty Bible for Groups, page 82.

23“Although | am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me:
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. . . "(Eph. 3;8).
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spirits of just men consummated in their abundance of bliss,
cannot make a higher boast.24

Y our feedback on the content or application of this study
is truly invited; reach Dan at NananDrDan@aol.com

240n-line Bible, by Kay Hall.
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