
 

GLENSTONE CHAPEL 

Community Group Bible Study Guide 
 
 

Passage: Genesis 2:4-17                             For use Sept. 9-15, 2007 
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION: 
 

1.  The author continues the marvelous story of 
God's giving birth to our world in Gen. 2:4-25. 
Regard this material as a literary piece, rather than a 
scientific treatise on the origin of humankind. A literary 
approach does not undermine the authenticity, histori-
city or veracity of the beginnings of the human race 
with Adam and Eve. "Learning about our ancestors 
often helps us understand ourselves."1 

 

2. For your initial ref lection: Chapter 2 provides a 
second perspective on the creation process. 
What's the major difference in these parallel accounts? 

 

3. Plants and trees (vs. 5, 9, 16) ". . . plants and 
herbs . . . were made to be food for man."2   
 

4. "The LORD God formed the man. . . ."(vs. 7). 
 • "The Hebrew for this verb commonly referred to the 

work of a potter (cf. Isa. 45:9; Jer. 18:6) who fashions 
vessels from clay."3 

 • "The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be 
related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah). . . ."4 

 

5. ". . . the breath of life. . ."(vs. 7).   
 • "Humans and animals alike have the breath of life in 

them (see Gen. 1:30; Job 33:4)."5 
 • "Adam and Eve possessed both life and moral discern-ment 

as they came from the hand of God."6 
 • "The body is a lifeless shell until God brings it alive with 

His 'breath of life.'"7 
 • ". . .  the soul takes its rise from the breath of heaven. It 

came immediately from God; He gave it to be put into 
the body, cf. Eccl. 12:7."8 

 

6. "The man came alive." (vs. 7).  
 • " . . . not only capable of performing the functions of 

the animal life, of eating, drinking, walking, etc. but of 
thinking, reasoning, and discoursing as a rational 
creature."9 

• God ". . . created men and women as unique beings capable 
of communication with Him. No other part of creation can 
claim that remarkable privilege."10

 
 

                                         
1Life Application Study Bible, page 7. 
2Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament, by John Wesley. 
3NIV Study Bible, page 8. 
4Thompson Chain-Reference Bible, page 2. 
5NIV Study Bible, page 8. 
6NIV Study Bible, page 9. 
7Life Application Study Bible, page 8. 
8Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament, by John Wesley. 
9An Exposition of the Old and New Testament, by John Gill. 
10Life Application Study Bible, page 5. 

7. A garden in Eden (vss. 8-14). Where was it? 
No one knows, but present-day Iraq, Israel and 
Turkey 

 
 
 Armenia have been suggested as possibilities. Eden 

was simply a perfect environment, a paradise for 
humans! 

 • "The Lord God planted this garden . . . upon the third 
day when the fruits of the earth were made . . . the most 
accomplished place that ever the sun saw, when the All-
sufficient God Himself designed it to be the present 
happiness of His beloved creature."11 

 

8. The Tree-of-Life(vs. 9). 
 • ". . . not so much a natural means to preserve or pro-

long life; but was chiefly intended to be a sign to Adam, 
assuring him of the continuance of life and hap-piness 
upon condition of his perseverance in innocency and 
obedience."12   

 • ". . . it is likely that this tree of life . . . was intended as 
an emblem of that life which man should ever live, 
provided he continued in obedience to his Maker."13 

 

9. The Tree-of-Knowledge-of-Good-and-Evil 
(vs. 9). 

• •". . . on man's eating the fruit of it . . . he became ex-
perimentally sensible of the difference between good 
and evil, between obedience and disobedience to the 
Will of God; he found by sad experience what good he 
had lost, or might have enjoyed, and what evil he had 
brought on himself and his posterity, he might have 
avoided."14 

 • "So called, not because it had any virtue to beget use-
ful knowledge, but because there was an express revela-
tion of the Will of God concerning this tree, so that by 
it he might know good and evil. What is good? It is 
good not to eat of this tree. What is evil?  To eat of this 
tree.  . . . it proved to give Adam an experimental 
knowledge of good by the loss of it, and of evil by the 
sense of it."15 

 • "The prohibition was intended to exercise this faculty 
in man that it should constantly teach him this moral 
lesson, that there were some things fit and others unfit 
to be done, and . . . the tree itself should be both a con-
stant teacher and monitor.  The eating of its fruit would 
not have increased this moral faculty, but the prohibi-

                                         
11Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament, by John Wesley. 
12Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament, by John Wesley. 
13Clarke's Commentary on the Whole Bible, by Adam  Clarke.. 
14An Exposition of the Old and New Testament, by John Gill. 
15Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament, by John Wesley. 
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tion was intended to exercise the faculty he already 
possessed."16 

 ª God gave Adam a choice and, thus, the possibility of 
choosing wrongly."17 

 
10. ". . . to work the ground and keep it in 

order."  (Gen. 2:15; cf. vss. 19-20; also Gen. 1:28-
30).  

 • "Man is now charged to govern the earth responsibly 
under God's sovereignty."18 

 • Adam was the first zoologist, first landscape architect, 
first farmer, first gardener.19 

 

11. "The moment you eat from that tree, 
you’re dead." (vs. 17, The Message). 

• The command which God gave to man in innocency, and the 
covenant He then took him into.  Hither we have seen God; 
man's powerful Creator, and his bountiful benefactor; now He 
appears as his ruler and lawgiver."20 

 • ". . . a spiritual or moral death immediately ensued; he 
lost his original righteousness, in which he was created; 
the Image of God in him was deformed; the powers and 
faculties of his soul were corrupted, and he became 
dead in sins . . . the consequence of which . . . must 
have been eternal death, or an everlasting separation 
from God, to him and all his posterity; for the wages of 
sin is death, even death eternal, Rom. 6:23."21 

 • "Man must ever feel God as his sovereign, and act 
under His Authority, which he cannot do unless he have 
a rule of conduct. This rule God gives and it is no 
matter of what kind it is, as long as obedience to it is 
not beyond the powers of the creature who is to 
obey."22 

 
 
 

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 23 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 
 

Passage: Genesis 2:4-17 
_ 

LAUNCHING  
 

1. "So what do you DO?" A question often asked 
when getting acquainted. How do you usually 
answer this question? How do you answer this 
question:  with pride, hesitance, joy, reluctance, 
whatever feeling? 

 

2. You may not feel that the location or design of 
your home is ideal, but something about it attrac-

                                         
16Clarke's Commentary on the Whole Bible, by Adam Clarke. 
17Life Application Study Bible, page 8. 
18NIV Study Bible, page 9. 
19Life Application Study Bible, page 9. 
20Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament, by John Wesley. 
21An Exposition of the Old and New Testament, by John Gill. 
22Clarke's Commentary on the Whole Bible, by Adam Clarke. 
23Leader should duplicate pages 2 & 3for easier application by group members. 

ted you there. What makes your home an enjoy-
able place to live? What do you like about it? 
 

3. "What is your image of the perfect garden? 
Where would it be?"24 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 2:4-17 (19-20) 
 

1. Read aloud Gen. 2:4-17, also vss. 19-20, from 
a modern version like The Message, if available. 
 

2. What made the Garden of Eden an ideal 
environment for humankind to exist? 

 

3. What realities presented in this chapter al-
most certainly exclude a Darwinian evolution 
of homo sapiens? What's different from the 
rest of the animal kingdom? 

 

4. What did Adam do when he woke up in the 
morning? "What was Adam doing when he 
named the animals?"25 To what extent do you 
identify with him? 

 

5. "What do Gen. 1:26-29 and 2:7ff. teach about 
our original nature and character?  Our purpose 
and tasks? Our likeness to the animals? Our 
likeness to God?"26

 

 

6. How did God dignify His creation of humans by 
setting limits to Adam's behavior in the Garden? 

 
 

MUSING on Genesis 2:4-17 
 
 

1. In light of the Bible's view of daily work as 
integral to "the perfect life," how might my 
attitude toward my job be revised? (Job = paid 
or volunteer work, household engineer, job-seeking)  

Check ( )  what seems to apply to you, then 
please share with the group as you may wish. 

___ A. "I need to rethink why it is that I hate my job." 
___ B. "I was taught that daily work was part of God's 
punishment for Adam — that it is simply a tortuous 
aspect of life. If not, then I'm open to something better." 
___ C. "Wow — you mean I can start saying, 'Thank God 
it's Monday'? 
___ D. "I like what I do for work, but I'm puzzled how 
that relates to this passage." 
___ E. "'I don't get it. Work is work, play is play, 
worship is worship. So what does God have to do with my 
daily work?" 
___ F. "I think I already view my work as a gift of God, 
as an opportunity for serving God and humanity." 
___ G. Other: ________________________. 
 
 

                                         
24Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 38. 
25Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 39. 
26Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 38. 
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2. What kinds of choices has God given you (or 

is giving you) whereby you have to choose 
between obedience and disobedience to His 
Word? Where did you make a right choice? A 
poor choice? Want to talk about it? 

 

3. Use the following as a closing prayer: 
 

 L= Leader: Dear brothers and sisters, we all 
are called by the Holy Spirit to offer ourselves 
as living sacrifices in thanksgiving for what 
God has done and continues to do for us. It is 
our privilege to worship God in all our life. 

 G= Group: We are saved by grace through 
faith to carry God's creative and redeeming 
Word to all the world. 

 L. Bless those who work in government . . . 
 G. that they might keep it serving the common 

good. 
 L. Bless those who care for children . . . 
 G. that their love might be a reflection of 

Your Love. 
 L. Bless those who teach . . . 
 G. that their knowledge might reflect Your 

wisdom. 
 L. Bless those who work within the 

institutional church . . . 
 G. that they might keep Glenstone Chapel 

faithful in mission. 
 L. Bless those who work the land, the mines, 

forests and fishing grounds . . . 
 G. that they might be good stewards of God's 

creation. 
 L. Bless those who work with the lonely, the 

homeless, the despairing, the alienated . . . 
 G. that they might see the Face of Jesus in 

each person. 
 L. Bless those who wait tables, wash dishes 

and sweep floors . . . 
 G. that their service may be offered with 

dignity. 
 L. Bless those who work in medicine and 

health care . . . 
 G.  that they might be instruments of healing. 
 L. Bless those who manage businesses and 

corporations . . . 
 G. that their decisions may be made with Your 

Will in mind. 
 L. Bless artists and musicians . . . 
 G. that they may help us see and hear more 

completely. 
 L. Bless those who work in high technology  

 G. . . . that they might enhance the dignity of 
human life. 

 L. Bless those who are retired yet intercede 
for others with patience and faithfulness . . . 

 G. that they would sense God's Face shining 
on them. 

 L. Lord of the whole week and of our whole 
selves, we pray for all who are attempting to 
serve You. Give us courage, patience, vision; 
and strengthen us all in our Christian ministry 
of witness to the world and service to others; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 G. Amen.27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FURTHER MUSING (on your own) 
 

• "Even in paradise itself man had to work. 
None of us were sent into the world to be idle. 
He that made our souls and bodies has given us 
some-thing to work with; and He that gave us 
this earth for our habitation has made us 
something to work upon. The sons and heirs of 
heaven, while in this world, have something to 
do about this earth . . . and if they do it with an 
eye to God, they as truly serve Him in it, as 
when they are upon their knees. Observe that 
the husband-man's [farmer's] calling is an 
ancient and honor-able calling. . .  Also, there is 
true pleasure in the business God calls us to and 
employs us in. Adam could not have been happy 
if he had been idle; it is still God's Law, he that 
will not work has no right to eat."28 
 

                                         
27Adapted from Prayer for Ministry in Daily Life, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
28Matthew Henry's Commentary 


