I GLENSTONE CHAPEL"
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: Genesis 3:1-24

For use Sept. 16-22, 2007

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION

1. The author continues the story of the beginnings of
humankind. Tragically, theidyllic life in Eden is to-
tally disrupted, overthrown by a simple act of the hu-
man will.

2. For your initial reflection: Notice how sin pro-
gresses from believing lies about God, then not trusting
God for Whom He has revealed Himself to be, and
finally making choices in which humans usurp God as
the one who knows best.

3. "Did God really say. . ?" (vs. 1). Cf. Rev. 12:9.

¥"Satan . . . did not disclose hisdesign at first, but he put
aquestion which seemed innocent."?

¥"Satan tempted Eve by getting her to doubt God's
goodness. He implied that God was strict, stingy, and
selfish for not wanting Eye to share His knowledge of
good and evil "2

¥"|t isthe craft of Satan to speak of the Divine law asun-
certain or unreasonable and so to draw people to sin."3

¥"His question is tricky and does not admit of ayes-or-no
answer. Thewoman . . . has never heard the
commandment directly (cf. 2:16-17). .. ."4

4. "You must not touch it." (vs. 3).
¥"Did not the woman add this to what God had before
spoken?'S

5. "You will not surely die." (vs. 4).
¥"As he knew that while they depended on God they
could not be ruined, he therefore endeavored to seduce
them from this dependence.”®
¥"Thisis Satan's subtlety, to cause us not to fear God's
warnings."’

6."...you will be like God. .. ." (vs. 5).
¥"The serpent impugns God's motives, attributing the
command to jealousy."8
¥"But Satan misled Eve concerning the right way to ac-
complish this goal. He told her that she could become
more like God by defying God's Authority, by taking
God's place and deciding for herself what was best for
her life."2
¥Satan teaches men first to doubt, and then to deny.10

lSource unknown.

2Life Application Sudy Bible, page 10.
Source unknown.

4he Jewish Sudy Bible, page 16.
5Source unknown.

6Source unknown.

7Source unknown.

8The Jewish Sudy Bible, page 17.
i(laife Application Sudy Bible, page 10..

Source unknown.

7. "...so L hid." (vs. 10).
¥"The thought of two humans covered with fig leaves
trying to hide from the all-seeing, all-knowing God is
humorous. How could they be so silly....?'11

8."...good for food & pleasing to the eye..." (vs. 6).
Cf. 1 John 2:16.
¥"Eve'sfatal progression of rationalization started with
the physical, then moved to the aesthetic, and
"culminates in the intel lectual ." 12

¥"The battle is often lost at the first look. Temptation
often begins by simply seeing something you want."13

9."...she took some. .. he ate it" (vs. 6).
¥Thus man "fell," and brought himself and his pos-
terity all the sad consequences of his transgression.14

¥". .. Adam may very possibly have been present. Hislack
of action signified his consent to the train of thought. That
consent isovert in Adam's act of disobedience, 'and he ate'
Thus Eve apparently was not totally at fault."15

10. "... He will crush your head. . .." (vs. 15). Cf.
Rom. 16:20.

¥"A dtrike on the heel is not deadly, but a crushing blow
to the head is."16

¥"God promises that Satan will be crushed by one of the
woman's offspring, the Messiah [when Christ rose from
the dead]."17

11. Blaming (vss. 12-13). "The man lamely attempts to
pass the buck to his wife, and thus, also to the God Who
put her at his side. She, with more credibility, blames
the serpent."18

12. Study the comparisons (see chart over, Musiing, #2)
to survey the devastation which disobedience created.

13. Punishment, banishment from the Garden.

¥"Adam and Eve's punishment reflects how seriously
God views sin of any kind."1°

¥"The primal couple have left the magical garden of their
childhood and their innocence and entered into the
harsh world of adulthood and its painful realities."20

llLife Application Sudy Bible, page 10.
12716 Jewish Study Bible, page 17.
13Life Application Sudy Bible, page 10.
l4Source unknown.

lSBeyond the Curse, by Aida Besancon Spencer, page 31.
lGLife Application Sudy Bible, page 11.

17Life Application Sudy Bible, page 10..

187he Jewish Study Bible, page 167.

lgLife Application Sudy Bible, page 11.




QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 2
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

Passage: Genesis 3:1-24

LAUNCHING

1. What's been your experience with snakes? Ever

had oneas a pet? Ever been bitten by one(or
amog)? Isthereptile house afavorite of yours
when visiting azoo?

2. "Wha food[s] doyoufind especially
tempting?'22 Why do you suppo® it isso?

3. Male chauvinism, discernible admog univer-
sally, possibly hasits chief roat in Gen. 3:16
(likewise, the oppression of femalesin certain
cultures). What first-hand obervationsdo you
have of themisuse of male dominance?

UNDERSTANDING Genesis3

1. Read aloud Genesis 3. Ussngamoden trans
lation, as available, divide up thereading:
Eve, Adam, theserpent, God, and narator.

2. Look at each of theserpent's questionsand
statements. What was true and wha was
false? Wha seems to bethe serpent's motives
and intentionsin each case?

3. "Why do youthink Adam eats thefruit? Could
hehave resisted? Wha should he have done?

Do youthink Adam is more, or less, responsble

than Eve? Why 7'«

4. How would you rate the curses God puton
the serpent, the man and thewoman?Which
was mod severe? Least severe?

5. Wha were theimmediate results of thedis-
obelience of Eve and Adam? Thelongterm
results?

6. In wha ways did God bestow His grace toward

Adam and Eve? Look for five evidences of God's

grace.

7. "Fromthis story, howwould youdefinesin and

its conequances?'24

207he Jewish Study Bible, pages 17-18.
2:I‘Leader should duplicate page 2 for easier application by group members.
22Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 40.

23Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 40.

24Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 42.

MUSING on Genesis 3

1. When it comes to resisting temptation, what
seemsto be your weakest spot? Check # )
whd fits you best; share if youwish.

A."l haveno problem resisting temptation.”

___B."I need to pray for more strength to resist."

__C."l don't seem smart enough to run away from it

when | need to, either figuratively and/or literally."

__D."Just 'saying no' when confronted with temptation

isso hard for me."

__E."l would be more successful by using God's Word

asaresource."

___F."l'know God's people (e.g., our community group)

will help me stand, but it's hard to ask for help."

____ G. Other: .

2. Using this chart, in which category(ies) do
you find yourself "closest to Eden,” asaresult
of bengregenerated in and by Christ asanew
creation ? [2 Cor. 5:17, "Therefore, if anyoneisin
Chrigt, heisa new creation; the old has gone, the new
has come!"] Please share at least one of yours
with thegroup

Perfect Eden Banishment
(Gen. 2) (Gen. 3ff.)
Spiritud status Abundant life physica death &
(Cf. John 10:10a) eternal punishment
Relationship with Open, unafraid, Broken; fearful;
God close estrangement
Daily work adelight joy mixed with
difficulties
Relationship partnership; man sovereign;
between man & equality woman under
woman subjection
Sexuality innocence; shamein their
openness nakedness
Childbirth ajoy an ecstatic yet painful
experience
Interpersonal Open Dishonesty; excuses;
relationships communication deception
The universe "It was good" Groaning
(Gen. 1:31) (Rom. 8:22)

3. "Can you think of three harder wordsto say
than, 'l am sorry'? How easy isit for youto
admit you arewrong?2>

FURTHER MUSING (onyourown)
¥"Our rebellion against God is made all the more offen-

sive when we take the control which isrightfully God's.
He hasrevealed Himself as benevolent and trustworthy. It
is sheer rebellion to disbelieve God and to seek His
position as King."26

25Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 42.
26501t Utesch (September 10, 2007).
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