
 

GLENSTONE CHAPEL 

Community Group Bible Study Guide 
 
 

Passage: Genesis 6:1 — 9:17                             For use Sept. 23-29, 2007 
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION 
 

1. Eve and Adam's disobedience brought forth an ava-
lanche of moral degradation and evil for their descen-
dants. God, ever merciful, provided a "second chance" 
through Noah. It was, in fact, a new creation for those 
who trusted Him. Is this "the Gospel"? 

 • "The story of Noah assures us that all forms of life share a 
common destiny in this world, as well as a common concern 
from God."1 

 

2. For your initial reflection:  Picture the trajectory of 
two rockets:  

 (1) sin, launched in Gen. 3, escalating in individuals and 
society to the judgment of God by means of the flood; 

 (2) faith, launched in Gen. 2ff. and converging on Noah and 
family as they trusted in God's provision, then became 
recipients of God's Promise.  

 

3. Themes to ponder as you read and study: 
 • The depravity of humankind (6:5-7, 11-12) 
 • The righteous Noah (6:8-9, 13-14, 22; 7:1, 5) 
 • God's Provision (6:17-18; 8:1) 
 • God's Covenant with Noah (9:8-17) 
 

4. "man's . . . heart was only evil all the time." (6:5)  
 • "As far as God was concerned, the Earth had become a 

sewer . . . violence everywhere."2 
 • It is frightening to see how quickly all of humanity forgot 

about God. Incredibly, in all the world, only one man and his 
family still worshipped God."3 

 • "Scripture shows us a realistic picture of humanity plagued 
by sin, evil, and death."4 

 

5. NOAH —  who was he? 
 • Descendent of Adam and Eve, son of Lamech (5:29). 
 • Second father of the human race. 
 • Ancestor of Jesus (Luke 3:36). 
 • Had three sons (Gen. 5:32). 
 • A man of faith (Hebrews 11:7). 
 • Was 500-years-old when God spoke to him (5:32). 
 • A shipbuilder and after the flood, apparently a farmer. 
 • Gave strict-long-term obedience to God (6:22;7:5, 9, 16). 
 • A preacher of the truth (2 Peter 2:5). 
 • May have been the one who taught Abram about Jehovah-

God! (Gen. 9:28; 11:10-26) 
 • A ". . . lonely role as the one moral man in an immoral 

society."5 
 • "He walked with God."  (6:9) 

 \• This "does not mean that he never sinned. . . .  
Rather, it means that he wholeheartedly loved and 
obeyed God. For a lifetime he walked step by step in 
faith as a living example to his generation."6 

                                         
1Word in Life Bible, page 20. 
2The Message, page 20. 
3Life Application Study Bible, page 15. 
4Word in Life Bible, page 19. 
5The Jewish Study Bible, page 20. 
6Life Application Study Bible, page 16. 

 

6. The Big Boat, "This is how you are to build it." (6:14ff.) 
 • "In this way God preserved His creatures from destruction and 

showed that He places a high value on life itself."7 
 • "Picture yourself building a boat the length of one-and-a -half 

football fields and as high as a four-story building.  The boat was 
exactly six times longer than it was wide — the same ratio used 
by modern shipbuilders."8 

 • "Unlike other ancient boats, it is entirely enclosed. . . ."9 
 •". . . probably had a series of small windows encircling the entire 

vessel 18 inches from the top to admit light and air."10 
 

7. ". . . Covenant. . ."  (6:18; 9:12-17) 
 • A solemn and reassuring Promise of God. 
 • ". . . God makes an everlasting . . . pact memorialized by a 

distinctive sign, the rainbow. . . ."11 
 • God promised ". . . never again to destroy man and the earth 

until His purposes for His creation are fully realized."12 
 • The Rainbow  (9:12-17) was ". . . a permanent reminder of His 

Agreement with every living creature."13  
 

8. The Flood  (7:17-23) 
 • ". . . this Flood must have . . . destroyed all the inhabitants of 

the earth. . . . God's reason . . . was to destroy all of the earth's 
wickedness."14 

 

9. "Noah built an altar. . . " (8:20). 
 • "Nothing would seem more natural to a biblical Israelite who 

had survived a life-threatening crisis than to offer a sacrifice to 
the God of his salvation."15 

 • "Noah led his family in worship and thanksgiving.  In doing so, 
he reaffirmed for the next generation the value of life and the 
need for people to follow God's ways."16  

 

10. Questions to "save for later" in one's personal study.  
 • How did kangaroos get from Australia to Iraq? 
 • Did the flood cover the whole earth or just the ancient Near East? 
 • Who were "the sons of men" and "sons of God"? 6:2 
 • What's this about the age limit of '120' years-old fo attempt service?? 6:3 
 • What happened to the giants? (Gen. 6:4) 
 • Did God regret making humankind? "Was he admitting he made a 

mistake?"17 (Gen. 6: 5-7) 
 • What did Noah do up the time he turned 500? 
 • How can a rectangular boat navigate ocean storms? 
 • How could Noah be perfect if he was human? (6:9) 
 • Why did most of the animals have to be destroyed? 
 • What happened to all the manure produced on the ark? "Scholars 

have estimated that almost 45,000 animals could have fit into the 
boat."18 

                                         
7Word in Life Bible, page 18. 
8Life Application Study Bible, page 16. 
9The Jewish Study Bible, page 22. 
10The NIV Study Bible, page 15. 
11The Jewish Study Bible, page 25. 
12The NIV Study Bible, page 18. 
13Word in Life Bible, page 19. 
14Life Application Study Bible, page 18.  
15The Jewish Study Bible, page 24. 
16Word in Life Bible, page 19. 
17Life Application Study Bible, page 16. 
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 • Were humans vegetarians before Gen. 9:3? 
 • Why did Noah get drunk? Was it a sin? (9:21) 

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 19 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 
 

Passage: Genesis 6:1 — 9:17 
_ 

LAUNCHING  
 

1. One businessman after many years in his com-
pany reported he had encountered only one other 
Christian, in another branch miles away! When 
have you experienced this kind of loneliness on 
a job? Sports team? Dorm? How did you feel as 
a stand-alone Christian? 

 

2. Ever been in a flood? Or seen damage after a 
serious flood (not just an overflowing toilet)? What do 
you remember? 

 

3. What would repulse you more: A pungent 
cow-barn? A foul pig sty? A kitty-litter box 
which has not been emptied for a month? A 
dirty diaper? 

 
 

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 6:1 — 9:17 
 

NOTE TO LEADER: Since there will be no time to read 
the whole passage during group time, please ask all 
members to read it before the group gathers. Otherwise, 
discussion will be shallow. 

 

1. Ask the group to recount briefly the story of 
Noah, his preparations, the flood, the exodus 
from the boat and the rainbow. 

 

2. "Given the unmitigated violence, pervasive 
corruption and heavy peer pressure surroun-
ding Noah, what might Noah be thinking 
[and feeling] when God tells him to build the 
ark? What do you see as the biggest obstacle 
to his accomplishing that task? How does 
Noah persevere when the going gets tough?"20 

 

3. What's Noah like? How would you describe his 
character? Support your opinion with reference 
to his life and actions. 

 

4. What can we learn from these chapters about 
God's nature and character, His attitude 
toward His creation, etc.?  

 

5. What questions do you suppose Noah faced 
during this whole experience? From his 
neighbors? From his wife, sons and daughers-in-
law? What questions did Noah have? 

 

                                                                  
18Life Application Study Bible, page 17. 
19Leader should duplicate page 2 for easier application by group members. 
20Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 46. 

 
 
 
6. "What does this Flood story add to the overall 

Genesis themes of judgment and redemption, 
justice and mercy?"21

 

 
 
 

MUSING on Genesis 6:1 — 9:17 
 

1. When I consider the story of Noah, at this 
point in my life I feel most like the option(s) 
I've checked below. Check ( )  what fits you 
best; share if you wish. 

___ A. "I have a hard, long assignment from God, so I'm 
inspired by Noah's persistence." 
___ B. "I'm in a huge storm and I think I'm getting 
seasick." 
___ C. "The storm I'm in is scary, but I feel safe in God's 
care and with my Community Group." 
___ D. "I'm simply thankful God has brought me through 
another horrendous storm." 
___ E. "I'm overawed that God has chosen me to be part 
of His chosen people." 
___ F. "I tremble, pondering the guilt I feel about my 
many sins." 
___ G. "God is calling me out of the ark, but I'm afraid to 
make the first move." 
_  _ H. Other: ________________________. 
__ 

2. "What is something difficult God is asking 
you to do? What one or two obstacles stand in 
your way?"22  Please share with the group if 
this is your situation and you'd like to have 
their encouragement. 

 

3. "Where in your life [right now] do you want 
[or would you like] a Promise from God?"23   
[perhaps something as stunning as a rainbow, 
perhaps not] 

 
 
FURTHER MUSING (on your own) 
 

• Why do you suppose most American 
representations of Noah's story show pairs of 
animals going into the boat, whereas in 
Armenia the art depicts the animals coming 
down out of the boat? If you want a hint, ask 
Phyllis Lloyd. 

                                         
21Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 48. 
22Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 46. 
23Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 48. 


