! GLENSTONE CHAPEL"
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: Genesis 42-45

For use Jan. 20-26, 2008

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION

1. "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound . . .." Where
and how does "GRACE" appear in this passage?
2. This outline gives an overview of the text.

« Jacob sends ten sons to buy grain. Gen. 42:1-6
«Joseph frightens his half-brothers to try them.

Gen. 42:7-20
 Joseph’s half-brothers’ remorse; Simeon detained.
Gen. 42:21-24
* The half-brothers return to Canaan with grain.
Gen. 42: 25-28
* The half-brothers report to Jacob, their father..
Gen. 42: 29-38
«Jacob is persuaded to send Benjamin into Egypt on the
second journey to Egypt,. Gen. 43:1-14
* Joseph's reception of his half-brothers, their fears.
Gen. 43:15-25

* Joseph makes a feast for his half brothers and
Benjamin.. Gen. 43:26-34
* Joseph tests his half-brothers’ affection for Benjamin.
Gen. 44:1-17
e Judah's desperate plea to Joseph. Gen. 44:18-34
* Joseph's reveals his identity to his half-brothers
and he comforts them.! Gen. 45:1-15
* Pharaoh confirms Joseph's invitation; Joseph's
gifts to his brothers. Gen. 45:16-24
* The joyful news of Joseph brought to his father.2
Gen. 45:25-28
3. Who's who?
* Joseph. Son of Rachel; "Governor of the land" (42:6);
"lord over the land" (42:33); "ruler of all Egypt" (45:26);
"Pharaoh's vizier";3 a sensitive heart; generous, forgiving.
* Jacob. Also known as Isradl; elderly clan patriarch.
* Joseph's 10 half-brothers. Sons of his father, but not of
his mother; sons of Leah, Zilpah and Bilhah; see also
Reuben and Judah below.
* Benjamin. Joseph's younger, full brother; Jacob doted
on him following Joseph's supposed death.
* Reuben. By inheritance law as the oldest son, he
should have been the "clan leader” in the interactions
with Joseph; however, he lost his status because he
disrespected his father (35:22; 49:3-4).
 Judah. Though guilty of soliciting a prostitute, he
took the role of "clan leader," because Levi and Simeon
had perpetrated trickery, committed mass murder and
plundered the Shechemites (34:25-30; 49-5-7). Hence,
Judah the 4th-born inherited the leadership (43:8; 49:8)
* Joseph's steward. Butler? Executive assistant?
* The Pharaoh. Supreme ruler or king of Egypt.
* God. Blessed Joseph with an abundance of mercy
toward his murderous half-brothers. #

145:1 1 "T will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come.
Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become
destitute."

245:26 They told him, "Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt."

3The Jewish Sudy Bible, page 86.

# 4. Why didn't Joseph's brothers recognize him?
42:8."It being about 22 years since they saw him, and then he
was young, and his beard not grown . . . besides, he was
clothed as a prince and spoke the Egyptian language; and
being in such great grandeur . . . and in such power and
authority . . . they never once thought of him, whom they
supposed might be dead, having never heard of him all this
time; OR . . . it could not come into their minds, that he
whom they sold for a slave could ever be governor. . . ."

5.42:6, 9"...when Joseph's brothers arrived, they bowed
down to him with their faces to the ground. " Cf. 37:6-9.
What irony! What was Joseph feeling?

6. "Joseph ... spoke harshly to them." 42:9.

* "Joseph was hard upon his brothers, not from a spirit of
revenge, but to bring them to repentance. Not seeing his
brother Benjamin, he suspected that they had made away with
him, and he gave them occasion to speak of their father and
brother. "

«" ... merely to cover that warmth of affection which he felt
towards them; and that being thus brought . . . into . . .
dangerous circumstances, their consciences might be

4

awakened to reflect on and abhor their own wickedness."

7. Note the hurdles Joseph dictated to his brothers to test
their integrity.
» Keeping Simeon captive (Will they come back for him?)
* Asking for Benjamin, his full brother. (Will the brothers
care enough to defend him?)
* 44:1-17 --the cup hidden in Benjamin's sack. (Will the
brothers abandon him to slavery, as they did to Joseph?)
"Joseph forces his older brothers to face and, moreover, to
accept the special place that Benjamin (Joseph's alter ego) has
in his father's heart."®

e Judah. 44:33-34 "Now then, please let your servant remain here as
my lord's slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers.
How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me

see the misery that would come upon my father." Judah really cared for
his father NOW.

8. Note the ways Joseph extended grace to his brothers.
* Joseph reveals himself to his half-brothers. (45:1-5) He
displays abounding grace — no revenge.

« Joseph promises to care for his brothers and their families.
(45:7,11)

» Holds no grudges, instead extends loving affection and
reconciliation. (45:14-15)

9. 44:33. "Judah offers to take the place of Benjamin, who
takes the place of Joseph (vss. 27-28). The brother responsible
for selling Joseph into slavery now freely offers himself as a
slave to Joseph in order to save Jacob's life. Things have
come full circle and the longstanding and nearly fatal rift in
the family is about to be healed."”

10. 45:5". .. sinful acts are under divine control and occur
according to God's pre-determination and purpose, but only
by divine permission so that He does not efficiently cause

men to sin. .. ."$

4On-Li neBible.

5On-Li neBible.

6The Jewish Sudy Bible, page 89.

TThe Jewish Study Bible, page 89.
8S)/stematic Theology. by Berkhof, page 174.




QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP?®
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

| Passage: Genesis 42-45 |
LAUNCHING

1. What best describes your experience in growing
up, especially regarding relationships with
siblings.!? Choose one; talk about it if you wish.
____(a) "I was a twin, and no other children."
____(b) "I had just one other sibling."

___(¢) "There were three of us = lots of
squabbling and changing alliances!"

____(d) "I had four or more siblings."

____(e) "An only child, so no problems." [Or
my siblings were much older than I was.]

____(g) None of these.

2. During childhood, what was one of the worst
pranks or tricks you played on your sibling(s)
— or was done to you?

3. What kind of relationship(s) do you have with
your sibling(s), now that you are adults? Very
close? Distant? Hostile? Polite? Other? Share
with your group if you care to do so.

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 42-45

1. There's no way to read all these chapters aloud
during group time! As a means of establishing
the narrative, either, (1) summarize the content
yourself as leader, and/or (2) assign various
persons BEFOREHAND to make an oral report
on the people listed in #2 below,

2. Get to know the main personalities. See what
consensus there might be about the temperament

and character of (or have specific individuals report):
* Joseph's 10 half-brothers.

* Reuben.

* Judah.

» Jacob.

* Joseph's steward.

¢ Joseph.

3. Discuss: How was Joseph able to recognize his
half-brothers? What did he do to conceal his
identity? Why did Joseph “pretend” he didn’t
know the "gang of ten"? #

# 4. Discuss: How did Joseph repeatedly test the
honesty and integrity of "the ten"? How did the

9'I‘he leader duplicates page 2 for easier application by group members, passing out
pencils to those who need them.

1 Olnclude half- or step-siblings if they lived with you at least part-time.

half-brothers react to the various tests of
character with which Joseph confronted them?
To what extent did they "pass" their exams?

5. "How does Judah's compelling speech bring
Joseph to the breaking point (see 45:11t)? Do
you think this climactic ending was the way
Joseph envisioned it? Was he desirous of
reconciliation, after all? Or was he genuinely
stunned by this serendipity? Why?"!!

6. "How would you typify God's actions in this
whole episode: Involved? Laid back? Enjoying
the last laugh? Crying the first tear? Giving hugs
all around?"12

MUSING on Genesis 42-45

1. Joseph obviously interpreted his painful life-
journey from God's perspective (see below).
What similar painful experience(s) have you
encountered, for which you have come to see
God's perspective over time?

Gen. 45:5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be
angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was
to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.

Gen. 45:7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for
you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great
deliverance.

Gen. 45:8 "0 then, it was not you who sent me here,
but God

2. What aspect(s) of forgiveness seems the hardest
for you?
____(a) Gaining sufficient humility to admit that [ bear
at least SOME responsibility for the difficult situation
(even if it was only 1% but probably more!).
____(b) Getting the words, "I forgive you," out of my
mouth.
____(c) Putting aside my various schemes to get revenge.
____(d) Giving up the pleasure of feeling justified for
my behavior.
____(e) Other:

3. In what ways can I extend grace to others
wherever I am (home, work, school, etc.)?

FURTHER MUSING (on your own)

* Think about this: "God's grace often involves
testing — it may be unpleasant, but good for
our spiritual growth." (Source unknown.)

iFeedback, please! Tell Dan at: NananDrDan@aol.com

1 1Serendi pity Bible for Groups, page 98.
12Serendi pity Bible for Groups, page 100.
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