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Passage: Genesis 46-47             For use Feb. 3-9, 2008 
 

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 1 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 

LAUNCHING  
__ 

1. Has anyone in the group experienced migration 
from one nation to another? Parents? 
Grandparents? What were these migrants 
perhaps feeling/thinking as they left, realizing 
they might never return “home”?  

__ 

2. What’s the longest period of time you had 
being separated from your parents? If you had a 
reunion, how did that feel? 

__ 

3. Have you or any in your family lived in a 
ghetto, either voluntary or forced? What 
mixed feelings did you/they have? 

 

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 46-47 
 

1. Read selected portions of these chapters 
aloud.   

 

2. What do you suppose were some of Jacob’s 
fears as he worriedly looked ahead to the 
trek with all his family to Egypt? List the 
reassuring Promises God makes to him 
(46:2-4 [note the verbs, “will”]). 

 

3. What in Jacob’s life caused him to say to 
Pharaoh, “My years have been few and 
difficult. . .” (47:9)? He was already 130 
years old at the time! 

 

4. Identify the ways Joseph cared for his father 
and half-brothers in these chapters. What 
does this tell us about forgiveness and grace? 

 

5. In what ways was Joseph fair to the 
Egyptian people? Unfair? How did they 
react to his decisions? 

 

6. “While the land aspect of Abraham’s 
covenant loses ground, how is the people 
side of the covenant gaining?”2 

 

7. How is your understanding of the doctrine of 
“grace” enhanced in these chapters? 

(See next column for  more questions) 
 
 

                                         
1Leader  should duplicate for  each group member  for   in-depth application. 
2 Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 103. 

 
 MUSING on Genesis 46-47 
_ 
 

1. What might be hardest for me to give up in 
order to minister to (or serve) my family, whether 
nuclear or extended? Check () one, then share with 
your group or  spouse why you chose it. 
 

_ __ A. "Overworking so I can be successful on the job; I 
can earn respect there and possible career 
advancement.” 

 __ B. "I love my hobby and it would be painful for me 
to give up [photography, woodworking, scrapbooking, 
golf, home decorating, churchwork, softball, etc.].” 

_ __ C. "Being so child-centered that I have little time for 
my spouse.” 

 __ D. "Perfectionism. If I’m going to do a job, I want to 
do it correctly." 

 __ E. "The luxuries we can afford by my working 
outside the home.” 

 __ G. "I’m not sure; I’d rather not say right now.” 
 

2. What difficult moments (47:9) have marked 
your life? How has God helped you to survive 
and perhaps thrive under these stresses?  

 

3. “Loyalty and kindness were two strong suits 
of Joseph, but they were played inconsistently 
‘on the job.’ Of loyalty and kindness, which is 
your strong suit? In what settings are you more 
loyal or more kind? In what area of does 
Joseph’s story urge you to demonstrate loyalty, 
or kindness, this week?”3  
 
 
 
 

FURTHER MUSING (on your own) 
 

“If God were calling you, rather than Jacob, 
what would God be asking you to leave behind? 
Why this? What would God want you to keep 
for the journey? How would God calm your 
fears?”4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION: 
 

Passage: Genesis 46-47  

                                         
3Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 103. 
4Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 101.  
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1. Joseph’s life comes to a climax as he is united 
once more with his father – and as he is able to 
extend grace to his whole family by being their 
provider during the famine. 

 

2. Notice how the narrative switches back and forth 
from Joseph’s story to Jacob’s story, and then 
finally they are brought together as Jacob comes 
to the end of his life with Joseph at his bedside to 
comfort him. 

 

3. Possible outline: 
* God’s Promises to Jacob, 46:1-4 
 * Jacob and his clan journey to Egypt, 46:5-27 
* A grand family reunion, 46:28-32 
* Joseph presents his brothers to Pharaoh, 47:1-6 
* Jacob blesses Pharaoh, 47:7-12 
* Joseph’s dealings with the Egyptians during the famine, 
47:13-26 
* Jacob’s age; his desire to be buried in Canaan, 47:27-31. 
 

4. The ironies continue in these chapters!   
a. Joseph was facing starvation in a pit; now the Egyptians are 

facing starvation after Joseph is rescued from the dungeon 
(pit).  

b. Joseph’s brothers intended to starve him; now Joseph gives 
them food. 

c. Joseph came into Egypt as a slave; now the whole Egyptian 
nation (except the priests) becomes Pharaoh’s (and 
Joseph’s) slaves. “The tables have indeed turned: The man 
who was brought to Egypt as a slave now reduced the 
Egyptians to slavery, all the while, however, saving their 
lives, just as he saved the lives of his family.”5 

d. Judah had been the ringleader in Joseph’s capture (37:26); 
now he becomes a key player in reconciliation.  

e. Jacob cared for Joseph for his first 17 years; now Joseph 
cares for Jacob for his last 17 years.  

 

5. Jacob Isaacson was quite uncertain about 
traveling to Egypt, partially because God had 
expressly forbidden his father to go there 
(26:2). How did God quell his doubts? What 
means did God use to communicate with 
Jacob?  

 

6. Pick out the “12 clans of Jacob/Israel” from the 
family roster. Note the various strands of heredity: 
Leah (6 sons, one daughter); Zilpah (2 sons); Rachel (2 
sons); Bilhah (2 sons).  If the children of the secondary 
wives are counted in their legal strain, Leah “wins” with 
8 sons to Rachel’s 4 sons.   

 
 
 
7.  Re: 46:2-4: “God’s only speech in 

Chapters 37-50 reiterates the promise to 
Abraham and Isaac, assuring Jacob that his 

                                         
5 The Jewish Study Bible, page 93. 

departure  from the promised land will not void 
God’s commitment to his forebears.” Verse 4 “. 
. . looks forward to the exodus and underscores 
[it]. . . .” 6    

 

8. Re: 46:30, “”Having seen for himself that his 
beloved son lives and that his own life has been 
fulfilled beyond his wildest dreams, the elderly 
Jacob is at last prepared to accept his death.”7 

 

9. Note the progression (in chapter  47) of the 
desperation – and the gratitude – of the 
Egyptian people, even as they lose their 
possessions and freedom. 

 

10. Joseph had been through the worst kind of 
introduction to Egyptian culture imaginable, 
i.e., as a slave and as a prisoner. Re: 46:31-34, 
what were some of these? To what extent did 
his experiences influence his decision to ask 
Pharaoh to settle the “Jacob tribe” in Goshen? 

 

11. Re: 46:31-34, no one knows for sure what was 
the basis of the Egyptian loathing for 
shepherds, but apparently there was sufficient 
prejudice to welcome the segregation of the 
Jacobites from the general population, even 
when it was very desirable real-estate (47:6). 

 

12. Years of famine: It appears that 47:15ff. 
occurred in Year Six and that 47:18ff. 
happened in Year Seven. Understandably these 
last two years would have been the hardest for 
the people to endure. 

 

13. From Gen. 47:22, it can inferred that the 
religion of Egypt was state-established and 
supported.  

 

14. You want tax relief? What do you think of the 
20% flat tax (?) imposed on the Egyptians by 
Prime Minister Joseph Jacobson? 

 

                                         
6 The Jewish Study Bible, page 91. 
7 The Jewish Study Bible, page 92. 
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