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Passage: Genesis 48-49                           For use Feb. 10-16, 2008 

 
 
 

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 1 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

_ 

LAUNCHING  
 

1. If you got to know your grandparents more than 
just polite acquaintances, reflect their heritage. 
What is some positive value, habit, outlook, 
etc. that you "inherited" from them?  Share with 
the group if you are willing and able. 

 

2. If you have children (or wish to in the future), 
which two of the following would be high on 
your list of "qualities" you fervently want 
them to "inherit" from you. Choose a couple; 
talk about one if you wish. [NOTE: If you 
choose (c), be sure to check one other.] 

 ___ (a) "A sense of humor; not taking life too 
seriously; making time to recreate." 

 ___ (b) "A commitment to fair play; living by 'the 
rules;' justice for the powerless, etc." 

 ___ (c)  "A spiritual discipline such as daily Bible 
study, church participation, etc." 

 ___ (d) "A love of work as intended by God." 
 ___ (e) "Faithfulness in living out vows and promises." 
 ___ (f) "Truthfulness in all of life's situations. 
 ___ (g) Something else: _________________. 
 

3. "What 'privilege of rank' did you have as a 
child that your siblings or friends did not seem to 
have?"2 

 
 

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 48-49 
 

1. Try "readers' theater." Ask folks to volunteer for 
roles (anonymous servants; Jacob/Israel; Joseph; 
narrator) in reading these chapters aloud. For 
more variety, in Chapter 49, ask one person to 
read Jacob's blessings for Leah's sons, one to do 
Rachel's sons, one to do Zilpah's sons and one to 
do Bilhah's sons (see page 2). 

 

2. What do you suppose was running through 
Joseph's mind when his father recounted the 
Promises of God (48:3-4)? What 
might encourage Joseph to believe — or to 
doubt?   

 

3. How do you suppose these 20-something sons of 
Joseph sat on Grandpa's knees   

 

                                         
1The leader duplicates page 2 for easier application by group members. 
2Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 103. 

 (48:12)? What was the writer saying?  
 • More importantly, what do you suppose 

Manasseh and Ephraim were thinking during 
the events of 48:13-20?  

 

4. How do you visualize the death-bed scene of 
Chapter 49? Ancient Jacob hunched over on the 
edge of his bed, 12 grown men (probably Ephraim 
and Manasseh were there also, making it 14) gathered 
next to his bed, and who knows how many of 
Jacob's 57 (?) grandchildren were close by. 
Envision the sons who are praised and those who 
are cursed as Jacob's soliloquy proceeds. How 
much would that matter to them if they realized 
the prophecies would probably not affect them, 
but would apply to their descendants? 

 
 

MUSING on Genesis 48-49 
 

1. "Which blessings and images do you associate 
with others in your group? Have a 'blessed' time 
sharing these associations!"3 

 

2. "With which of the blessings do you most 
identify today? That is, how are you like: 

 ___ (a) Turbulent waters? 
 ___ (b) Sword fighter? 
 ___ (c)  Lion's cub? 
 ___ (d) Ship's haven? 
 ___ (e)  Stubborn donkey 
_ ___ (f) Biting serpent? 
 ___ (g) King's chef? 
 ___ (h)  Playful doe? 
 ___ (i) Fruitful vine? 
 ___ (j)  Ravenous wolf?"4 
 

3. In what ways is the grace and sovereignty of 
God shown in these chapters? 

 
 
 

FURTHER MUSING (on your own) 
 

• If you were to appear in the Hebrews 11 "Hall of Fame" 
(as Jacob did), what event in your life  would stand out as 
evidence of great faith?5 

 
 
 
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION 
 

                                         
3Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 105. 
4Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 105. 
5Adapted from: Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 104. 
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Passage: Genesis 48-49 
 

1. If you had been Jacob, having watched the wretched 
behavior of Joseph's half-brothers, who of your 12 sons 
would you pick to be the next clan chief of the family? 

 

2. This outline provides a summary of the text. 
 • Dying Jacob visited by Joseph and grandsons; Jacob 

adopts the grandsons. (Gen. 48:1-7)  
 •  Jacob blesses Joseph's sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, 

and Joseph also. (Gen. 48:8-22)  
 • Jacob, about to die, calls his sons together that he may 

bless them or give prophetic declarations concerning their 
posterity, Gen. 49:1-2. 

 • Jacob blesses his sons: Reuben, Simeon, Levi (Gen. 49:3-
7), Judah (vss. 8-12), Zebulun, Issachar, Dan (vss. 13-18), 
Gad, Asher, Naphtali (vss. 19-21), Joseph and Benjamin 
(sons of Rachel) (vss. 22-27); summary (vs. 28). 

 • Jacob gives directions concerning his being buried in the 
cave of Machpelah, Gen. 49: 29-32. 

 • Jacob dies, Gen. 49:33. 
 

3.  Who's who? 
 • Joseph. Son of is father's favorite wife; "Governor of the 

land" (42:6); "lord over the land" (42:33); "ruler of all 
Egypt" (45:26); a sensitive heart; generous;' forgiving. 

 • Manasseh. [Forget] Oldest son of Joseph and Asenath.6  
 • Ephraim. [Double Prosperity] Youngest son of Joseph 

and Asenath. 
 • Jacob. Also known as Israel; elderly clan patriarch. 
 • Joseph's 10 half-brothers. Sons of his father, but not of 

his mother; sons of Leah [Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, Zebulun], Zilpah [Gad, Asher], Bilhah [Dan, 
Naphtali]. 

 • Judah. Though guilty of soliciting a prostitute, he 
took the role of "clan leader," because his older brothers 
Reuben, Levi and Simeon had committed more flagrant 
sins and thereby forfeited their natural position. Hence, 
4th-born Judah inherited the leadership (43:8; 49:8). 

 • God. Blessed His disciple Jacob with prophetic 
utterances regarding the future of his family.   

 

4. Reflect on the theological implications of the pattern of 
God's choosing the younger son generation after 
generation, in direct opposition to settled ancient Near 
Eastern custom: Abraham blessed Isaac, not Ishmael; 
Isaac blessed Jacob, not Esau; Jacob blessed Ephraim 
instead of Manasseh. What was behind these departures 
from custom? "What does this tell you about how God 
chooses His servants?"7 

 

5. "Out of all the events in Jacob's 147 years, why do you 
think this one act of blessing Joseph's sons is singled 
out . . .  as a example of outstanding faith?8  [Heb. 11:21, 
'By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and 
worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.'] 

 • . . . guiding his hands wittingly; this was not done 
accidentally . . . though he could not see clearly . . . yet 
he knew, by the position of them before him . . . that 
Joseph would set the firstborn in such a position before 
him as naturally to put his right hand on him  

 and the younger in such a position as that it would be 
readiest for him to put his left hand on him . . . being 

                                         
6Gen. 41:51-52 
7Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 104. 
8Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 104. 

under a . . . Spirit of prophecy, by which he discerned 
that the younger was to have the greater blessing, he 
crossed his hands . . . and put his right hand on 
Ephraim, and his left hand on Manasseh. . . ."9 

 • When the tribes were mustered in the wilderness 
Ephraim was more numerous than Manasseh, and had 
the standard of that squadron10 and is named first.  . . .  
The tribe of Manasseh was divided, one half on one 
side Jordan, the other half on the other side, which 
made it the less powerful. . . ."11 

 

6. Jacob adopts his grandsons (48:5).   
 ". . .explaining this by reference to his affection for 

their departed grandmother, Rachel. This promotes 
them to the status of tribal founders and makes his 
favored wife their mother in place of the Egyptian 
priest's daughter Asenath. Moreover, the end of v. 5 
seems to mean that Ephraim and Manasseh will become 
the senior tribes, replacing Reuben and Simeon, both of 
whom earn their father's censure."12 

 

7.  Jacob's deathbed. (47:28; 48:3-7.   
 • "Jacob gives a retrospective of his experience of the 

patriarchal promise and his loss of his favored wife, 
Rachel, but he also makes Joseph promise to bury him 
in the promised land, thus reiterating and deepening 
familial devotion to the patrimony of which they have 
yet to take possession.:13 

 • " . . . these prophetic declarations . . . delivered in 
strongly figurative language and in the poetic form. . 
."14 

 

8. Jacob's blindness? Gen. 48:8   ". . . Jacob's eyes were 
dim for age, that he . . . could not discern any object 
unless it were near him; therefore . . . yet he could not 
distinguish them until they were brought nigh unto 
him."15 
 

9. Jacob blesses his grandsons (48:20).   
 "Both tribes became important though it is from 

Ephraim that . . . Joshua, the prophet Samuel, and 
Jeroboam I, the founder of the Northern Kingdom all 
hailed. . . Ephraim eventually became another name for 
the Northern Kingdom itself (e.g., Hos. 5:3; Isa. 7:1-17)."16 

 

10. Jacob's last will and testament (49:33).  
 • Chapter 49 is thus presented; it is more or less ". . . 

organized according to the tribal mothers. . . .17 
 • Leah: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun 
 • Bilhah: Rachel's maid: Dan 
 • Zilpah: Leah's maid: Gad, Asher 
  • Bilhah: Naphtali 

                                         
9On-Line Bible. 
10Num. 1:32-33, 35   From the sons of Joseph:  From the descendants of Ephraim:  
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the army were 
listed by name, according to the records of their clans and families.  (33)  The 
number from the tribe of Ephraim was 40,500.   (35)   The number from the tribe 
of Manasseh was 32,200.  
11On-Line Bible. 
12The Jewish Study Bible, page 94-5. 
13The Jewish Study Bible, page 94. 
14On-Line Bible. 
15On-Line Bible. 
16The Jewish Study Bible, page 95. 
17The Jewish Study Bible, page 96. 
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 • Rachel: Joseph, Benjamin     

  • In the prospect of which their dying father says 
something remarkable of each son, or of the tribe that 
bore his name. 

 

11. As you read through Chapter 49, ". . . list the sons 
and the most important prediction made about   each.  
What does this list tell you about Jacob? About his 
sons? About their family life? What surprises you? 
Angers you?"18 

 

12. Judah's future, Gen. 49:8ff.   ". . .  
 • ". . . Judah is praised, and good things prophesied of 

him; and particularly that . . . the Messiah should spring 
from him. . . ."19 

 •  ". . Jacob had received a double blessing . . . the 
Promise of being progenitor of the Messiah and the 
Promise . . . of Canaan. The Promised Land he might 
divide among his children as he pleased, but the other 
must be confined to one of his sons; he therefore 
assigns to each son a portion in the land of Canaan, but 
Jacob . . . limits the descent of the Blessed Seed to the 
tribe of Judah."20 

 

13. The future of Joseph's dastardly half-brothers.". 
We find their names upon the gates of the new 
Jerusalem!21 

 
 

Feedback, please!  Tell Dan at:    NananDrDan@aol.com  
 
 
 

                                         
18Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 104. 
19On-Line Bible. 
20On-Line Bible. 
21Rev. 21:12   It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels 
at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.  


