! GLENSTONE CHAPEL"
Community Group Bible Study Guide

Passage: Genesis 50

For use Feb. 17-23, 2008

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP'!
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

LAUNCHING

1. Which of your pets died when you were growing
up (see check-off list)?
__ (a)Adog
___(b) Acat.
_ (¢) A guinea pig, gerbil, etc.
_ (d) A bird
____(e) A fish.
____ (D) A snake or other reptile.
____(g) Something else: .
* What were your feelings about the death of your pet at
that time?

2. Funerals— our reactions depends how close we
have been to the deceased. What are your feelings
about funerals in general? What changes have
you noticed in your attitudes over the years?
Share with the group if you are willing and able.

3. Did any of your siblings threaten to "get you"
later (e.g., after your parents left for the evening)
to pay you back for something you did to them? If
so, what did you do to them? What happened
when they took revenge?

4. "Complete the sentence, "When I die, my family
will smile when they remember the time. . . .""?

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 50

1. Ask three persons to read the chapter aloud for
the group, each one taking a section (sce #2 on page 2).

2. Review the death-bed scene of 49:29-50:1.
How do you visualize it? Ancient Jacob
hunched over on the edge of his bed, 12 grown
men gathered next to his bed,? and who knows
how many of Jacob's 57 (?) grandchildren were
close by. How are "the ten" feeling, some
praised, some cursed in Jacob's soliloquy in
Chapter 49, especially when Joseph receives
such lavish praise (49:22-26)? #

1

The leader duplicates page 2 for easier application by group members.
2serendipity Bible, page 107.
3Probably Ephraim and Manasseh were there also, making it 14.

# 3. Why was Joseph was so eager for his bones to
be taken eventually to Canaan? Gen. 50:2, 4, 254
567 And Jacob also? What does this tell us about
their reliance on God's Promises?

4. "What do you make of the brothers' fear as
described [vs. 15]? Is it justified? Why or why
not?"8

5. How did Joseph who only had childhood training

at home about God come to understand so well
the enigmatic doctrine of the Providence of God?

6. "What qualities of Joseph's life would likely be
included in his funeral and obituary?"?

MUSING on Genesis 50

1. "How do you feel about this whole subject of
death and dying? Is it one you have managed to
avoid talking about with your family? Why?"10

2. "When in the last week were you tempted to
replace God in judging others? In judging
yourself?"!!

3. Where have you seen the Providence of God
evidenced in your life in the past few years? In
your family — or work/career — or in your
health or finances — or in interpersonal
relationships— or [you name it] ?

FURTHER MUSING (on your own)

* "Reflect: What low lights and highlights come
to mind when you apply verses 19-21 to your
life?"12

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION

4Heb. 11:22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of
the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.

5Ex. 13:19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the
sons of Israel swear an oath. He had said, "God will surely come to your aid, and
then you must carry my bones up with you from this place."

6Josh. 24:32  AndJoseph's bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt,
were buried at Shechem in the tract of land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces
of silver from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. This became the
inheritance of Joseph's descendants.

7Acts 7:16 Their bodies were brought back to Shechem and placed in the tomb
that Abraham had bought from the sons of Hamor at Shechem for a certain sum of
money.

8 serendipity Bible, page 107.
9 serendipity Bible, page 107.
10gerendipity Bible, page 107.
U gerendipity Bible, page 107.
1250 endipity Bible, page 107.
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Passage: Genesis 50

1. "Oh, no, Dad's dead — what will Prime Minister
Joseph do to us now? Shall we flee? Beg forgiveness?
Hope he'll forget it?" (Guess who?)

2. This outline provides a summary of the text.
* Funeral Arrangements for Jacob, Gen. 50:1-14.
* The entreaties made to Joseph by his half-brothers, Gen.
50:15-21.
* The death of Joseph, Gen. 50:22-26.

3. Reflect on Joseph's role as a prophet: Gen. 41:38,39;
50:25; Ex 13:19.13

4. Ponder the meaning of Providence, as illustrated in this
passage. Doctrinally speaking, Providence is " . . . the provision
which God makes for the ends of His government and the

preservation and government of all His creatures."14 Also,
consider that "God in behalf of His own purpose overrules

evil for good."13

5."...Dbury me in the tomb I dug for myself in the land of
Canaan. "(vs. 5)

e " .. it was usual with persons . . . to prepare graves . . . for
themselves . . . and so Jacob provided one for himself . . . and very
probably this was done at the time he buried Leah. . . . since it was

Jacob's desire . . . to be buried in the grave he had provided for
himself, the mention of this to an Egyptian king could not fail of
having its desired effect; since the Egyptians . . . were more
careful about their graves than about their houses. . . ."10

6. Gen. 50:15 "What if Joseph holds a grudge against us

and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?"

* "While their father lived, they thought themselves safe under his
shadow; but now he was dead, they feared the worst."

« ". .. their sin came fresh to their remembrance, guilt arose in their
consciences . . . and this caused fear and distrust where there was
no reason for it, and led them to treat Joseph's character . . . as if
he . . . was of a revengeful spirit, only hid it during his father's life,
because he would not grieve him."

 "Judging of Joseph from . . . human nature, they thought he would
now avenge himself on those who hated and injured him without

cause."17

7. Gen. 50:16. "Your father left these instructions before

he died. ..."

* "The most proper persons to be sent on such an errand seem to be
Judah and Benjamin, the latter as having had no concern in the
affair of selling him, and was his own brother by father and
mother's side . . . and the former, because he saved his life, when
the rest, excepting Reuben, were for shedding his blood, and had
endeared himself also to Joseph, by his tender concern both for his
father and his brother Benjamin."

* "The brothers' lie is defensible because of the good relations it

ensured—a result that Jacob . . . surely desired."18

« " .. some think this was . . . a lie, which their fear prompted them
to; and that they framed the following story . . . to work upon the
mind of Joseph, and dispose it in their favor; seeing it is a question
whether Jacob ever knew . . . of their ill usage to Joseph; since

13Ex. 13:19 ... He had said, "God will surely come to your aid, and then you
must carry my bones up with you from this place."

14S/stematic Theology, by Berkhof, page 165.
15 Systematic Theology, by Berkhof, page 174.
1 6On-Li ne Bible.

1 7On-Li ne Bible.

18he Jewish Sudy Bible, page 100.

otherwise it would have been, in all likelihood, taken notice of in
his [Jacob's] last dying words . . . and besides, had he been
apprised of it, he knew such was the clemency . . . of Joseph, that
they had nothing to fear from him[Joseph], nor could he [Jacob]
entertain any suspicion of a malevolent disposition in him towards
his brothers. . . ."

* "Whether he did or not we cannot tell. ... Jacob might have had
suspicions too, and might have thought that the best way to

prevent evil was to humble themselves before their brother, and
get a fresh assurance of his forgiveness."19
8. Gen. 50:17. ".. .the sins and the wrongs. . . ."

* "Their very great sin, and therefore more words than one are used
to express it . . . their crime was a trespass against God, and a sin
against their brother. ... they are directed to ask forgiveness for it
and urge the relation they stood in to Joseph in order to obtain it,
which they were ready to acknowledge as a very great evil, and of
which they repented. . . .

9. Gen.. 50:17. "Joseph wept. "

* "These were tears of sorrow for their suspicion of him, and tears of
tenderness upon their submission."

« " .. being troubled that they should be in such . . . distress of mind
... and that they should . . . entertain such distrust of him,
notwithstanding all the kindness he had shown them, as to imagine
that he should ever deal hardly with them for their former ill usage
of him, which was forgiven and forgotten by him long ago.

* "Joseph was much affected at seeing this complete fulfillment of

his dreams."20

10. Gen. 50:18. "His brothers then came and threw
themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they
said." Cf. Gen.37:5-11.

* Not being able to resist or to flee away, they attempted to soften
him by humbling themselves.

» They were content to be [his slaves], would he but forgive their sin,

and not resent their ill behavior to him; thus they further fulfilled

his dream of the eleven stars making obeisance to him.2!

11. Gen. 50:19. "But Joseph said to them, "Don't be

afraid. Am I in the place of God?"

 "That any hurt would be done by him to them, or that he would use
them ill for their treatment of him. . . ."

¢ "He directs them not to fear him, but . . . to humble themselves
before the Lord, and to seek the Divine forgiveness. He assures
them of his own kindness to them. . . ."

« " .. he attributed the whole business to the particular Providence of
God rather than to any . . . malice in them, and that, in permitting
him to be brought into Egypt, God had graciously saved their
lives, the life of their father . . . the people of Canaan, and . . . the
Egyptians. As therefore God had honored him . . . it was
impossible he should be displeased with the means by which this

was brought about."22,
" "He in his great humility thought they showed him too much
respect. . . ... 'Make your peace with God, and then you will find

it an easy matter to make your peace with me."23,

1 9On-Li neBible.
20On-Li neBible.

21Gen. 37:9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. "Listen," he
said, "I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were
bowing down to me."

22Gen. 45:8 "So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me
father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.

23Acts 10:26 But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he said, "I am only a man
myself."
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12. Gen. 50:20. " You intended to harm me, but God 3
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being
done, the saving of many lives."

* "That must be said and owned, that their intentions were bad. They
thought to have contradicted his dreams . . . to have taken away his
life or. . . to have made him a slave all his days. . . ."

« " .. Hedesigned good should come by it, and He brought good out
of it. This shows that this action, which was sinful in itself, fell
under the decree of God . . . and that there was . . . Providence in
it; not that God was the author of sin. . . .. He leaving the sinner
wholly to his own will in it . . . through His infinite wisdom,
causes it to work for good. . . ."

« " .. the nation of the Egyptians and the neighboring nations . . .
and particularly his father's family. Thus the sin of the Jews in
crucifying Christ, which, notwithstanding the determinate counsel
of God, they most freely performed, was what wrought about the

24

greatest good, the salvation of men.

13. Gen. 50:21. "I will provide for you and your children"

« ... provide food for them, and their families, not only for
themselves and their sons, now grown up, but their grandchildren
and even the youngest . . . of their families should share in his
favors. . ..

 "He did not tell them they were upon their good behavior, and he
would be kind to them if he saw they carried themselves well. No,
he would not thus hold them in suspense . . . though they had been
suspicious of him."

14. Gen. 50:21. "And he reassured them and spoke kindly to
them " CEV ends the verse, "After Joseph said this, his brothers
felt much better."

« " .. even "to their heart, such things as were quite . . . agreeable to
them, served to banish their fears, revive their spirits, and afford
comfort to them."

*Lev. 19:18 "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. "

15. Gen. 50:22-23 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his
father's family. He lived a hundred and ten years (23) and
saw the third generation of Ephraim's children. Also the
children of Makir son of Manasseh were placed at birth on
Joseph's knees.

* "Continued in Egypt after his return from Canaan until his death;
he, and his father's house-all the descendants of Israel, until the . . .
departure under the direction of Moses and Aaron. . . ."

* Comfortably, quietly, and in great prosperity, not only he, but his
brothers and their families, as long as he lived. . . ». . . all but
seventeen of them [110 years] in Egypt . . . fourscore years [80] he
lived in the greatest honor and prosperity that a man could well
wish for.

* Joseph, having honored his father, his days were long in the land,
which, for the present, God had given him.

* His great grandchildren's children; and which shows . . . that
Jacob's prediction, that Ephraim should be the greatest and most
numerous, very early began to take place. . . .

16. Gen. 50:25. And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear
an oath and said, ". .. you must carry my bones up from
this place." This promise was faithfully observed. Their
descendants long after . . . carried the body about with them during
their forty years' wanderings, and at length buried it in Shechem. .

. (Josh. 24:32; cf. Gen. 33:19). With the death of Joseph the

patriarchal age of the history of Israel came to a close.2>

|Feedback, please! E-mail Dan at NananDrDan@aol.com |

24On-Li neBible.

25On-Line Bible.
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