! GLENSTONE CHAPEL"
Community Group Bible Study Guide
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FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION

1. Abram and Sarai have their names changed as they
move deeper into the Covenant that God has made with
them. The Promise of the Messiah was accompanied by
new instructions for Abraham to follow.

2. Possible outline:
* God's revelation, vs. 1-2
* Abram's response, vs. 3.
* The particulars of the Covenant, vss. 4-8.
* The token of the Covenant, vss. 9-14.
* [saac promised, vss. 15-22.
» Abraham's obedience, vss. 23-27.

3. Note how God's communicated with Abraham. He
had only oral narratives to rely on, PLUS:
* An APPEARANCE of El Shaddai (the LORD), 17:1.1
» Spoken words = God said. ... vss. 3,9, 15, 22.
« Dialogue, vss. 17-19

4."l am El Shaddai" (17:1). ["God Almighty"]
" .. the name by which God revealed Himself to the
patriarchs."2
"I am that God Who pours out blessings, Who gives them
richly, abundantly, continually."3
» "[ appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God
Almighty, but by My Name the LORD I did not make myself
known to them." Ex. 6:3
+ God also used this Name with Jacob and Job.#
« ", .. this epithet is very appropriate here when the
Lord was about to . . . promise . . . a son to Abram and

Sarai. . .. Some render it 'all sufficient."

5."Walk beforeMe." (17:1)
» Walking before God, whatever else it means, is ongoing and
not easy. Likewise living blamelessly! A steep mountain for
Abraham to climb!
«". ... he would go on to walk by faith in a dependence on
Him for everything he wanted . . . and to walk in all His
Commandments . . . and all this . . . under His watchful Eye. .

H6

» The Covenant was mutual; Abram had his part to perform.
* "A continual regard to God's all-sufficiency will have a great

influence upon our upright walking with Him."’

# 6."Abram fell facedown" (17:3).
¢ "Overwhelmed, Abram fell flat on his face."8 #

1"The Lord appeared . . . in an human form very probably, even the . . . Son of
God. .. ." [a visible display of God's immediate glorious Presence] From: Online
Bible, by Kay Hall.

2The Bethel Series: Old Testament, page 28.
3Online Bible, by Kay Hall.

4Cf. Gen. 35:11; 43:14; 48:3.

50nline Bible, by Kay Hall.

6Online Bible, by Kay Hall.

7Online Bible, by Kay Hall.

8 The Message, page 33.

# « "Abram knew his proper place as over against that of the
Creator. Aware of the great difference between Sovereign and
subject, he came into the presence of God on his knees."?

7. A renewing of the Covenant (17:4ff)) : " | will establish
My Covenant . . . to beyour God and the God of your
descendants after you " (NIV).

* This is the "main promise of God which includes all other

promises. . . . This promise is found in several OT and NT

passages which speak of the introduction of a new phase of

the covenant life. . . ."10

« " .. two chief innovations . . . a sign (circumcision, vs. 10)

and that it is Sarah who . . . shall bear the promised son (vss.

15-16,19).11

» The covenant of grace is ". . . is eternal and therefore [an]
t.u12

unbreakable covenan
8. Name change for " Abram" to " Abraham (17:5).

« ". .. signifies a change in destiny: The childless couple will

become the ancestors of many nations, including royal dynasties

(vs. 6)."13

* "From this point on the Bible calls him Abraham.

«"...an high father which name he bore for many years before

he was the father of anyone . . . Abraham may be interpreted, the
" 1 5

nl4

father of a numerous offspring.

9. Circumcision (17:10ff.)
« "Just as the rainbow is the sign of the Noahide covenant, so
is circumcision the sign of the Abrahamic."16

10."1 will blessIshmad" (17:20).
* "God did not forget Ishmael. Although he was not to be
Abraham's heir, he would also be the father of a great nation"

[probably present-day Arabs]. 17
11." Abraham laughed" (and doubted) (17:17).

* "Abram was not perfect. This man, destined to be the father
of a nation, on a number of occasions demonstrated that he
was less than he ought to have been. . . . He bore the marks of
n 1 8

nl9

imperfection and weakness upon his person.
« "Even people of great faith may have doubts.

12. Sarah to bear a son (17:17-22).
* "The natural impossibility of her giving birth at 90 (not to
mention her lifelong infertility) only highlights the supernatural

character of Isaac and the nation descended from him" (vs. 17).20

9The Bethel Series: Old Testament, page 29.

1 OSystematic Theology, by Berkhof, page 277.
1 1The Jewish Study Bible, page 37.
12Systematic Theology, by Berkhof, page 278.
1 3The Jewish Study Bible, page 38.

14Life Application Study Bible, page 30.

1 50nline Bible, by Kay Hall.

16The Jewish Study Bible, page 38.

17Life Application Study Bible, page 32.

1 8Source unknown.

19Life Application Study Bible, page 32.



QUESTIONSTO USE IN GROUP 21
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY

Passage Genesis17:1-8,18-22

LAUNCHING

1. What hasbeen your experience, if any,
with people who are old/old (in their 90's)?
What was their outlook on life? How much
energy did they have? Did they ever talk about
having "special experiences" of God's
presence?

2. Parents often make promisesto their
children, but sometimes they forget what they
promise, €.g., a particular present for
Christmas or birthday, a special trip, an in-
crease in privileges. What can you remember
about such a situation in your childhood? Per-
haps when you had to remind your parents of
a promise, or it took so long for the promise to
be fulfilled that you considered the promise
broken? How did you fedl about it?

3. What were you called when a child, e.g.,
Danny, but you changed it later, e.g. Dan, for
whatever reason? What meaning did the
change have for you, e.g., sounds more grown
up (if you grew up in the North!).

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 17:1-8; 15-22

1. Read the passage aloud. Perhaps have a bass
voice read God's part, another man, Abram,
and have a third reader be the narrator.

2. Why was God repeating the Promises He had
already given to Abram (Chapters 12 and 15)?
What seems to be unique about this rehearsing
of the Covenant (cf. 15:6)?

3. "In what way is this promise [by God] an
'everlasting covenant' (vs. 17)? Is it like a
manufacturers coupon good for redemption by
anyone, anytime, anywhere?"22

4." How does Abraham respond initially (vss. 17-
18)? Eventually (vss. 23-27)? Why? How does
he know God will keep His Word? What

example for Christian households does Abraham
set here?"?3 #

2 OThe Jewish Study Bible, page 38.

21Leader should duplicate page 2 for easier application by group members; pass
out pencilsto those who need them.

22Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 57.
23Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 57.

# 5. How deeply did Abraham care about
Ishmael? What explains this? Hint: note how
old Ishmael is at this time (c. 16:16).

6. How do you account for Abram's seemingly
contradictory responses to God, i.e., falling
facedown (vss. 3, 17) and Abraham's laughing
and questioning (vs. 17)?

7. "The destiny concept makes it evident that God
uses the Auman lot to carry out His ministry upon
the earth. How does this theme harmonize with:

a. the way in which the Scriptures came to us?
b. the way in which salvation came to the world?"24

MUSING on Genesis 17:1-8, 18-22

1. When I consider this Genesis narrative of
faith, as I think about myself | feel mog like
the option I've checked below. Check ($ )

what fits you best; share if you wish.
_ A."I find the concept of the ALMIGHTY GOD
simply breathtaking — I feel overwhelmed."
____B."I'm a doubter, maybe a pessimist at heart. I would
have laughed at God, too, in that situation."
____C."It's easy for me to believe in God, but the path of
obedience is very challenging."
_ D."I'm impatient with God, with anyone. I wonder
why God takes so long to come through for me."
__E. Other:

2."Who is your Ishmael — the one you want to
live under God's blessing?"25

3.In the classic Pilgrim's Progress, the Pilgrim
becomes Christian after he meets Jesus at the
cross. If you were to adopt a new name based
on where you are in your faith journey, what
would you call yourself?

FURTHER MUSING (on your own)

* "We are to obey the Lord in every respect be-
cause He is God — that is reason enough. If you
don't think the benefits of obedience are worth
it, consider Who God is — the only One with
the power and ability to meet your every

need. "6

Your feedback on the content or application of this study
is always welcome; reach Dan at NananDrDan@aol.com

24T/1e Bethel Series: Old Testament, page 30.

25Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 58.
26Life Application Study Bible, page 30.
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