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GLENSTONE CHAPEL 

Community Group Bible Study Guide 
 
 

Passage: Genesis 18-19                            For use October 28-Nov. 3, 2007 
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION 
1. "Abraham emerges again as a heroic figure, one who 

deeply reveres God yet politely demands justice from 
Him. Lot is . . . a foil for Abraham — self-interested, 
passive and, finally, victimized."1 Note the "God 
sightings" (Divine, angelic and/or miraculous).  

2. Possible outline:   
 • Annunciation of Isaac's conception, 18:1-15 
 • Announcement of Sodom's destruction, 18:16-33 
 • Sodom's destruction, 19:1-29 
 • Moab's and Ammon's conception, 19: 30-38.2 
3.  Abraham's hospitality (18:3-8) 
 • "With no police or tribal protection then . . .  hospitality of 

strangers is obligatory and virtuous in the Near East."3 
 • He offered them water (vs. 4), then gave them roast veal, 

cheese curds and milk, a complete meal. 
 • Note the ". . . enormous efforts to which he goes to serve his 

guests."4  Cf.  19:1-3. "Lot offers unleavened bread."  
4. "The Lord said to Abraham" (18:13). 
 • "The Lord's citation to Abraham of Sarah's monologue [vs. 

12] is not quite accurate. . . .  God made a change . . . sparing 
the couple the discord that might have come had Abraham 
known Sarah's true thought."5 

5. Sarah . . . said, "I did not laugh." (18:15)  
•  Sarah, through fear, denies that she had laughed or showed 

signs of unbelief. 
 • . . . she was afraid of the reproof of her husband . . . she had 

reason to believe that it was the Lord Himself. . . . 
 • . . . indeed it was . . . a lie to say she did not laugh . . . which 

she might be tempted to say . . . partly because the back of the 
Speaker was to her and He could not see her, and partly 
because it was inward. . . .6 

6. "Sodom and Gomorrah"  (18:20ff.) 
 • Sodom and Gomorrah were the twin cities of sin and 

wickedness. They were probably in the valley of the Jordan 
River near the Dead Sea. Lot chose Sodom for his place of 
residence when he broke ties with Abraham. Among the 
lustful practices of these cities, the people practiced idol-atry, 
worshipping Baal, El Asherah (a fertility cult), etc.   

 • Ezek. 16:49.  "Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: 
She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and uncon-
cerned; they did not help the poor and needy."  

7. Abraham's pleading for justice (18:23-32) 
 • "The patriarch interceded earnestly in behalf of the doomed 

city."7 
 • Abraham is bold to ask God 8 questions, revising his "prayer 

request" downward 6 times! 
 • Abraham is regarded, "MIGHTY IN PRAYER."   

                                         
1The Jewish Study Bible, page 39. 
2The Jewish Study Bible, page 39. 
3Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 58. 
4The Jewish Study Bible, page 39. 
5The Jewish Study Bible, page 39. 
6Online Bible, by Kay Hall. 
7Online Bible, by Kay Hall. 

 • "Abraham like one of the prophets of Israel,  eloquently 
demands justice from God and pleads  for  mercy."8 

 • Abraham believed in mercy for Gentiles,  i.e.,  he was not 
narrowly focused on his kin alone. Salvation for every human 
is thereby foreshadowed in this passage.  

8. ". . . will You not spare the place. . . ?" (18:24). 
 • "Abraham's demand is not that the guilty be punished and the 

innocent spared but rather that the Lord forgive [the entire city] 
for the sake of the innocent . . . who are in it. . . .The underlying 
theology maintains that the righteous effect deliverance for the 
entire community."9 

9. Evil demands (19:4-5). 
 • "The wrong that the men of Sodom attempt involved not 

only the sin of homosexual conduct . . . but also a gross 
violation of the conventions of hospitality."10 

 • ". . . Sodom and Gomorrah . . .  gave themselves up to sex-
ual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of 
those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire."  Jude 7 

 • A noteworthy result of the events of Sodom in Gen. 19 is 
that the word sodomy has come to represent the crime of 
homosexual rape, and sometimes homosexuals are even 
referred to as sodomites.   

 • The events of Sodom and Gomorrah are universally re-
garded as a sign of God's judgment upon immorality.   

10. Lot's11 passivity  (19:10) and escape (19:16ff.) 
 • 19:16, "Lot was dragging his feet."12 
 • "Lot's passivity is patent and contrasts with Abraham's 

daring challenge to God's justice in the previous chapter. Lot's 
escape is owing not to his own deeply irresolute cha-racter, 
but to God's reliable commitment to Abraham."13 

11. "His sons-in-law thought he was joking."(19:14). 
• "Lot is taken for a buffoon . . . by his own sins-in-law and can-

not save them. . . . These are either engaged to his daughters or 
else he had others who died with their husbands."14 

12. The destruction of Sodom (19:24, 28) 
 • "God rained brimstone and fire  . . . a river of lava . . . out of 

the sky! . . . smoke belching from the Earth. . . ."15 
 • The sorry result of Lot's wife —  who did not wish to leave 

the city — is remembered by Jesus in Luke 17:32 when he 
encouraged His hearers to, "Remember Lot's wife."  

13. The behavior of Lot's daughters (19:31-38) 
 • Perhaps, as far as they knew, all humanity had been de-

stroyed, so they may have concluded that only incestual acts 
could keep Adam's line (and Lot's)  alive. "There's not a man left 
in the country by whom we can get pregnant."16 

 • Lot was an "old man" (19:31), yet was obviously fertile! 

                                         
8The Jewish Study Bible, page 40. 
9The Jewish Study Bible, page 40. 
10The Jewish Study Bible, page 41. 
11Lot, Abram's nephew, son of Haran, Abram's brother, a herdsman like Abram; a 
righteous man (2 Pet. 2:6-9). 
12The Message, page 37. 
13The Jewish Study Bible, page 41. 
14The Jewish Study Bible, page 41. 
15The Message, page 38. 
16The Message, page 38. 
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 • "King David's mother, Ruth, was a Moabitess. Solomon's wife 
Naamah, an Ammonite, was mother of Rehoboam, who 
followed Solomon on the throne of David. "A seed of Messianic 
redemption thus lies in the squalid events. . . ."17 

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP 18 
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 

Passage: Genesis 18-19 
_ 

LAUNCHING DISCUSSION 
 

1. Have you ever personally witnessed a tre-
mendous explosion? E.g., volcanic eruption, 
implosion of a building, Viet Nam fire-fight, 
extreme fireworks. What were your reactions? 

 

2. What does it take to make you laugh? E.g., a 
good joke? A farcical situation? A comedian? 
A ridiculous assertion? A baby's antics? A 
funny story? A comical cartoon? 

 

3. "What is  your garage sale or flea market 
bargaining style: (a) Price is firm? (b) Price 
is negotiable? (c) No price is too low? (d) Free 
for the taking?"19 

 
 

UNDERSTANDING Genesis 18-19 
 

NOTE TO LEADER: Since there will be no time to read the 
whole passage during group time, please ask all members to 
read these chapters before the group convenes. Other-wise, 
discussion will be ungrounded in the Biblical text. 

 

1. Ask the group to recount briefly the story of 
Abraham's and Lot's encounters with The 
Almighty. 

 

2. Surveying the text, how many instances of 
supernatural power are evidenced? What are 
they? What do they teach us, cumulatively, 
about God? 

 
3. Assume you opened to Genesis 18 without 

knowing any of the earlier events in Genesis.  
What are your first impressions of Sarah and 
Abraham, based on 18:1-5? 

 

4. What do you suppose Abraham (and Sarah) 
thought of their three visitors when one of "the 
men" makes the astounding prediction  found 
in 18:10? The text tells us about Sarah — but 
what do you suppose is going on in Abraham's 
mind? How did they feel? 

 

5. Why?  Choose any you wish for group 
discussion: 

                                         
17The Jewish Study Bible, page 41. 
18Leader should duplicate page 2 for easier application by group members; pass 
out pencils to those who need them. 
19Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 58. 

 • . . . do the three "men" come to visit Abraham? 
 • . . . does Sarah lie to her visitors?          
 
 
Why?  
 • . . . does God reveal His plans (18:17) about 

Sodom and Gomorrah to Abraham? 
 • . . . is Abraham so audacious in pleading for the 

people of Sodom and Gomorrah? 
 • . . . does Lot hesitate to leave Sodom? 
 • . . . does Lot's wife look back? 
 

6. Reflect on the contrasts: Abraham vs. Lot. 
Abraham Lot 

Old, childless, infertile 
 

(19:36) 

Overboard-hospitality 
 

(19:3) 

Respected patriarch 
 

(19:9, 14) 

Courageous; bravely dialogued 
with God. 

(19:30) 

 
 

MUSING on Genesis 18-19 
 

1. What parts of these chapters give you the 
most hope? Why?  

 

2. "In reviewing your response to crises during 
the past year, at what points can you identify 
with those in this story. Check ( )  what fits 
you best; share as you wish. 

 ___  Abraham, waiting 
 ___  Lot, hesitant 
 ___  Angels, rescuing 
 ___  Sons-in-law, joking 
 ___  Lot's wife, trapped?"20  
 ___  None of these. 
__ 

3. "How has God shown His patience with you? 
Do you think that [God's] patience will ever 
run out?  . . . What does this say about how we 
should regard our own impatience with 
others?"21 

 
 

FURTHER MUSING (on your own) 
 

• Hebrews 13:2, "Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for by so doing some people have 
entertained angels without knowing it."  
 
 
 
 

Your feedback on the content or application of this study 
is always welcome; reach Dan at  NananDrDan@aol.com  

                                         
20Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 61. 
21Serendipity Bible for Groups, page 60. 


