
 

GLENSTONE CHAPEL 

Community Group Bible Study Guide 
 

 
 

Passage: Exodus 20:16. "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor." 
 For use August 10-16 , 2008 

 

QUESTIONS TO USE IN GROUP  
OR INDIVIDUAL STUDY  

 
 

LAUNCHING 1                      [5-10 minutes] 
 

1. Another time for confession! In your younger 
years, which of the following lies will you admit to 
now? Check () as many as apply ; share with the 
group, only as you may wish to do so. 

___ A. Blamed my sibling for starting a fight. 
___ B. Told a teacher that "I lost my homework." 
___ C. To a traffic enforcement officer, "I wasn't 

going THAT fast, was I?" 
___ D. To your "girlfriend/boyfriend." "Don't worry 

about my relationship with another 
(male/female). We just chat on the phone, that's 
all." 

___ E. "I never touched the stuff." 
___ F. Other:  _____________________________ 
 

2. Have you ever lost a job, a relationship, etc., 
because someone lied about you? How did this 
betrayal make you feel? How angry were you? 

___ 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING 2            [15-25 minutes] 
 

1. Read aloud Ex. 20:1-16, to get the flavor of the 
commandments. 

 

2. What does it mean to give a "false witness"? 
Share thoughts, then enrich the discussion with 
anything that needs to be added (see #2, page 2). 

 

3. What does the Bible say are the consequences of 
telling falsehoods?  Assign various verses to be 
read from #4 on page 2, as the basis of the 
discussion. 

 

4. Because God is TRUTH, God desires truth in His 
people! Discuss one or more of these questions: 

What is so important about telling the truth . . .?  
 • . . . in terms of human relationships (family, 

business)?  
 • . . . in terms of one's communication with God?"  
_ 

5. How does Commandment #9 build on the previous 
eight commandments? In what ways is it a logical 
extension of Commandments #6-8? 

 
 
 

 
                                                
1Choose a question to guide thinking into the  passage. 
2Possible questions to discover the meaning of Exodus 20:16. 

REFLECTING 3                           [10-15 minutes] 
 

1. AGREE or DISAGREE? "Lying almost always 
hurts another person or persons." Discuss! Cite 
some examples to prove your case. 

 

2. St. Paul wrote, "Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth." (1 Cor. 13:6)  How 
practical is it to live by truth-telling in modern 
society?  When spouses are rigorously honest with each 
other, what happens to the marital bond? 

 

3. In which of the following areas do I need to 
upgrade my integrity to God's standard? Check 
() as many as apply ; share with the group as you 
may wish to do so, to enlist their prayer. 

___ A. "I discipline my children with empty threats 
and/or bribes (which often I neglect to pay)." 

___ B. "My business affairs are often marked by 
cheating and lying." 

___ C. "I 'shade the truth' when I am trying to hide 
something from my spouse." 

___ D. "I'm almost a compulsive liar. I end up lying 
about almost everything." 

___ E. "I use internet 'chat-rooms' to hide my 
identity." 

___ F. "My income tax returns often include fiction." 
___ G. "I'm afraid gossip is one of my besetting sins." 
 
 

FURTHER REFLECTION (on your own) 
 

"Evaluate your life according  to the Ninth Commandment.  
'I have lied about another person or hidden the truth to 
protect myself at another's expense.' Check one () : 
 

___ I struggle with this. . . . 
 

___ Praise God for the strength to obey Him."4 
 

___ OTHER: ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback?  E-mail Dan at NananDrDan@aol.com  
 
 

FOR PERSONAL PREPARATION 
 

Passage: Ex. 20:1-16 "You shall not give false 
testimony against your neighbor." 

 

                                                
3Questions to make use of truths from Exodus 20:16 in daily life. 
4Serendipity Bible for Groups, p. 135. 



 

Glenstone Chapel, 13663 Providence Road, #142, Weddington, NC 28104 

2 

1. To think about: What is so important about 
telling the truth? In terms of human 
relationships (family, business)? In terms 
of one's communication with God?  

 

2. DEFINITION. What is a false witness? 
A. The command as it stands. Lying prohibited. 
 • "No lies about your neighbor." (The Message) 
 • Several of the Proverbs (see footnote5). 
B. The command reversed. 
 • "Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 

things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ." 
Eph. 4:15  

 • ". . .  further his good name and speak truth."6 
C. The command as expanded by Jesus. Over and 

over again Jesus said, "I tell you the truth. . . ."   (78 
times in the Gospels!)  = Tell  the truth.  

D. Reference books. To lie:  "To utter falsehood with 
intent to deceive." Webster's New Collegiate dictionary, 2nd. ed., 
page 1484. 

 • "Not only false oaths, to deprive a man of his life or of 
his right, are here prohibited, but all whispering, tale-
bearing, slander, and defamation; in a word, whatever 
is deposed as a truth, which is false in fact, and tends to 
injure another in his goods, person, or character, is 
against the spirit and letter of this law. Suppressing the 
truth when known, by which a person may be defrauded 
of his property or his good name, or lie under injuries or 
disabilities which a discovery of the truth would have 
prevented, is also a crime against this law.  He who 
bears a false testimony against someone [or lies] . . . 
comes under the curse of this law, because his testimony 
is false.  By the term neighbor any human being is 
intended, whether he rank among our enemies or 
friends."7 

 • "False accusation is a mans of depriving ones' fellow of 
what belongs to him, as when the accuser falsely claims 
ownership of something in another's possession and the 
accused cannot disprove it ."8

 

 • No lying ". . .  Neither publicly in a court . . . nor 
privately by . . . backbiting, . . . by telling lies of him, 
traducing [vilifying]  his character by innuendoes, sly 
insinuations, and evil suggestions, whereby he may 
suffer in his character, credit, and reputation. . . ."9 

  
 
 
 

3. Origins of lying and deceit: 
 • Satan. Gen. 3:1; 8; John  8:44; Acts 5:2-4. 
 • An evil heart.  Matt. 15:19; Luke 6:45. 
 • Hatred. Ps. 109:2-3; Prov. 10:18 
 

                                                
5Prov. 6:19  a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up 
dissension among brothers.  P. 12:17  A truthful witness gives honest 
testimony, but a false witness tells lies.  P. 14:5  A truthful witness 
does not deceive, but a false witness pours out lies.  P. 14:25  A truthful 
witness saves lives, but a false witness is deceitful.  
6Geneva Bible 
7Clarke's Commentary on the Whole Bible, by Adam Clarke. 
8The Jewish Study Bible, page 150. 
9An Exposition of the Old and New Testament, by John Gill. 

4. What does the Bible say are the consequences of 
telling falsehoods? 

 • Becoming a fool.  Eccl. 10:12-14 
 • Loss of friendships.  Prov.  6:19; 16:28; 17:910 
 • A seared conscience.  Prov. 26:23-2511 1 Tim. 4:2.12 
 • Banishment from God.  Ps. 101:7. 
 • Punishment.  Prov. 19:5; 19:9.13 
 • Eternal damnation.  Ps. 52:1-5; Prov. 21:28; Rev. 21:8. 
5. Plus and minus of truth-telling. 
 • A benefit.  Moving toward spiritual maturity. Eph. 

4:15   Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 
things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  

 • A risk. Paul.  "Have I now become your enemy by 
telling you the truth? " Gal. 4:16     

6. Related Biblical injunctions. 
 • Practice justice within society.  "Do not deny justice to your 

poor people in their lawsuits.  Have nothing to do with a false charge and 
do not put an innocent or honest person to death, for I will not acquit the 
guilty."  Ex.. 23:6-7   ALSO, Deut. 19:15-21/ 

 • Use truth as a defense weapon against the enemy.  " 
 Eph. 6:14a   "Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 

waist. . . ." 
 • Love one another.  1 John 3:18   "Dear children, let us not love 

with words or tongue but with actions and in truth." 
 • Eliminate deceit. Eph. 4:31  "Get rid of all bitterness, rage and 

anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice."  

7. Victims of false testimony and lying: 
 • Naboth, from Jezebel and Ahab. 1 Kings 21:10-13. 
 • Jesus. Matt. 26:59ff. 
 • Stephen. Acts 6:11-14. 
8. Liars in the Bible: Satan, Adam, Eve, Cain, Abraham, 

Sarah, Isaac, Jacob's sons (Joseph's brothers), Potiphar's 
wife, Pharaoh, Aaron, Rahab, Gibeonites, Ehud, Sisera, 
Saul, David, Michal, Hushai, Adonijah, Shimei. 
Jereboam's wife, conspirators against Naboth, Gehazi, 
Elisha, Hazael, Jehu, Zedekiah, Sanballat, Haman, 
Herod the Great, Jewish enemies of Jesus, St. Peter, 
Ananias/Sapphira, Stephen's accusers, Paul's accusers.14 

 
 

Information for community group leaders:  
• Tenth Commandment to be studied, Aug. 17-23; 

sermon on August 24. 
• "Looking Back and Forward"; to be discussed, Aug. 

24-30;"open mike" on Aug. 31. 
 
 

                                                
10Prov. 6:19   a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs 
up dissension among brothers. • Prov. 16:28   A perverse man stirs up 
dissension, and a gossip separates close friends. • Prov. 17:9   He who 
covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter 
separates close friends.  
11Prov. 26:23-25   Like a coating of glaze over earthenware are fervent 
lips with an evil heart.  A malicious man disguises himself with his 
lips, but in his heart he harbors deceit. Though his speech is charming, 
do not believe him, for seven abominations fill his heart.  
121 Tim. 4:2   Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose 
consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.  
13Prov. 19:5   A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who 
pours out lies will not go free. • Prov. 19:9   A false witness will not go 
unpunished, and he who pours out lies will perish.  
14Thompson Chain Reference Bible. 


